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HE TVſurpations of the See of Rome 
pom our Engliſh ig Parliaments, 
4 Peo le, of which the Popes made 
PP. our. Prelates with their Synods or Con- 

++ <, vocations the chief Inflraments, were 
/ great. and intolerable, as 75 aur Kings and 
Parliament frequently to curb. amd puniſb them 
1 by the Laws of t par notwithſtanding the | 
I Privilege. of . Exemptions which the Clergy then | 
pleaded, and'in's great Meaſure enjoy d, by the 
univerſal Prevalency of the Court of Rome, 
from being Subject to Lay Power. | 
But tho" ſeveral of our Rings and Parliaments 
made noble Stands ag ainſt thoſe Vſurpations, none 
f them were fally ſucce{sful till Henry VIII. who 
ing 4 Prince of great Wiſdom and Magnanimity, 
took. rhe Opportunity of 4 particular Difference 
which happen d betwixt himſelf and that See, for 
7 uſing 40 Diſſalue his ng with GY 
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of Spain, his. Brother's Widow, . entirely. to throw 


off the Papal Toke, and by the 97 the 25th 
of his Reign, cap. 19. put an effettual Reſtr, 
upon the Clergy, that they ſhou'd not be able in 


Convocation, or otherwiſe, any more, to uſurp over 


the Crown and the Nation. 
This laid the Ground-Work of the Reformation 


that followed with which any of the erg 
Laity that were ſtill. Papiſts in. Heart, chought 


fit to comply, and few or none of the Papiſts 


abſented from Charch, till they were forbid it by 
Pope Pius, about the 11th Tear of Queen Eliza- 


beth'⸗ Reign. But notwithſt anding that Prohi- 
bition, mam of them diſſembled, and continued 


in her Communion, for the ſake of Eccleſraſtical and 
Ci Preferimegts, een Ben ee 
© This hateful Practice begot 4 Party of . Mongrel 
Proteft ants, "who opgos*d all Attempss for Reform- 
ing the Abuſes and Corruptions-ftlifl retain d in 
the Church, which increas d ſo mut, that frequent 
Complaints were made of them in Parliament, where 
rhe Commons preſi d for reforming them, but in 
vin, 4s may be ſeen in D' Ewes's Journal. | 


In the Reigns of her Two next Succeſſors, that 


Party increas d; and in the Time of Rim Charles J. 
they grew ſo inſolent, under the Condutt and Pro- 
teſtium of Arch. Biſbop Laud, as made the Noble 


Lord Favulkland, and others, juſtly charge them 
with Deſign of returning to Rome. | 


Me ſame Spirit has but too much prevaiÞd- of 
late, and increaſed to ſuch a Degree, by Arts which 


are very well known, that it has created us nu ſmall 
; | 3 Trouble, 
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PrREVACE. 
Tropble, both in Parliaments and:Convorativns, 
even fince the Happy: Revolation'; and nom on 
Part e the Faction is not aſban#d 40 jon in 2 
open” Rebellion with * 33 fo: Apes « Pupiſh © 
— apon ; and anntber. Part of em do 
but tos manifeſtly diſcover by their Practice, that 
they comply with the Government in Church and 
State, on purpoſe to undermine bot. 


Every one knows what Oppoſition has been made, 
even in Convocation, againſt Cenſuring Popiſb 
0 fam 


Doctrines that have been preach'd and writ 
of the Clergy, while on the other Hand, an unac- 
countable Spirit of Malice has ſbew'd it ſelf againſt 
the beſt of our Biſhops and Clergy, who are an Or- 
nament to a I Church, as well as its beſt 
Defence, ur God au le King. 22 

Iis no Secmt, thut the Party aba thus embroil 
us, have evowedly {et ap far an tndependency of the 
Church upon the Stabe, and lead n Stone unturn'd 
to accompliſh their Eni. 

"Tis the Deſign of the dv ing Sheets, to let the 
World ſee, by « brief Hiſtory of the moſt Remark- 
able Convocations, both in the Time of Peper) and 
ſince, what wou'd be the miſchievous Effects of that 
Independency, cou'd they obtain it. Hiſtory has 
always been reckon'd one of the beſt Iuſtructors, and 
I have made this as ſhort and plain as I can, for the 
ſake. of thoſe who are not capable to purchaſe the 
learned, and larger Treatiſes, writ by Dr. Wake, 
the preſent Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Dr. Ken- 
nett, and Dr, Hody, and much ef. Spelman'⸗ 
Councils, or Lindwood'? Conſtitutions, which none 
but Scholars are able to peruſe. For 
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ERARETACi. 
Fur the ſamt. Reaſon I laut wade a ſbort 


ry intothi Conſtitatihm, aud; Power of our —— 
Comvocations, * le f Uſe to inform tir 


People bog ally thut Party my 8rYogated 
to 5 ſelf 1 rep the only 5 Churchmen , | 


has ated in the oof of the Lord d Ce of. Bangor 
aſes during 


in this Reign, as well as in other 
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Convocation Craft: 2 
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0 Comvocation under the 
ll Kean ded 105 Hey 


LEI Mr bt + me ive 2 Hint of this 
[BED Conſtitution, and Power of Convo- > 
cations, in the Time of our Saxon 
Anceſtors, | | | 
Bacon, or. rather Selah, in f-— 
— Hiftory of England, entitled, Se 
Fry 5 or, A "Hliforical D; ſcewrſ of the Und wh 
mity of our Government, gives à v ry Succin& A Ac- 
count of them from our beſt Hiſtorians. By hi 
appears, That. he Saxon; had National Ana by 
lometimes calld by the Pope, and ſometimes by the 

as their particular Occaſions requir d, in which 
ung and the Arch-Biſhop preſid }cicherJolhthy, 
or 
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Part I. . 39. „ vs | * 
It appears likewiſe by Spelme'" 8 7.39 2 by 


fron Tyrrel's Comer! incroduſtion to his Hiftory, 
m 106, &c. where he brings many Autho 
to pipe 5, The: Gees 8 e 
compos d of ſuch Perſons as our Parliament at pre- 
ſent; that they made Laus both for Church and 
State, and chac | the Engliſh Saxon'Church, was built 
uon Adds of thoſe Synods, or Parliaments ; and that 
noth ing which 1 046 pe the whole Nation i in 
trine, Diſcipline, Ceremonies, / was Eſtabli 4 
but dy their Authority 

Before the Reign: + William the, Norman, the Po 
had acquir'd more Authority in England, as well as el 
where ; and the Clergy aſſumed a por Power than 
they durft ptetend to under the Sen, f — 
Kings, but aſter William came to che Cron, H 
fended his Authority againſt the Pope, and w 
not allow the Clergy ith Legiflative' and Bx 2 
Power, which they claim d in Church Marters)/but 
aſſerted, that the ſame did of Right, and de or 
and only belong to.the Imperial Power of the 
and tho! the Clergy had by their Canons excluded 
the Laity from, their Sy hd and from meddling 
with _ r Fe Wiliew wou'd never 2 1 
it, nor ſuffer the Metropolitans to call any 8 
and. pu. Canons, without his leave, Raw, ib. 
p. 1 26. Or their Canons to be Valid without his 
Cone tion. Dr. X eunert s Eecleſi Laſfical Mun, 


1 Bis firſt Sy nod, aid to be that of 1068. he 
himſelf, with his Nobility,” and other great Men, 
bor preſent, and Sign'd what was agreed on, But 


ever that be, tis certain that he held” one at 
Mi. 


ties aig 0.7 and unreaſo 
that 


hi 
hear the Pope nam d, been uſe the See of Rome he- 
pan then to demand See from the Realm 
wich more linpydence chan formerly, Nor would 
he allow the Engliſh Clergy 8 own Pope Urban, or 


0 a ) 1 his tho bs. 
Wincheſter in 3078 here 9555 is Au rity, he 
pre d the Depoki ion of N gend, 1 
Cantertury, for 1 many great Fai sli to his Charge. 
Several cher Biſhops and Abbots were alf depiv'd 
there, as appears by Hody's Hier of of Convocatons, 
from Pre I. to 10. * 9 10 7 
The ofitentian the Roya ay 4 
ſo I eve og her 97 Ts bg 9 755 
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Gy 105 tis vg 
think 1 
of he Clog. 0 ber Wits d Arch. 
The ntroverly | ixt Rufus an * - 
Biſhop Anſelm, with er PR of i it, 
are 1 0 at tar by e N Hiſtory of Eng- 
ind} 355 : n 25 1 17  Anſe Anſelm bed 
charg'd t King wi oppreſſing his eople Sub- 
41 fab Fines ; 3. Ws 6 
chief "Cauſe, 


a7 
ſelm, was riot al 15 to 040 Sy gods, and correct che 


Biol 8 A; ag t the $ Nase ad becauſe 
aid likewiſe: ci 2 5 Inveltiure « of Pres 
9455 ge ie his Pal} from th 
to go to Rome, and get is Pall from the Pope. 
hy offended the King, who cou'd 80 endure to 


any,other Pope vi whom, he ſkid, they had no- 


Hrs £0. do;. 00 e they hag 1 ty out of the 


uu bps St. Peter * ſought after Bribes, Luere, 
worldly- Honour! He added, That it was - 
B ga inſt 


- (10) 


gainſt the Cuſtoms of the Realm to obey any Man as 
Pope, without the King's Licence; and that Anfelm 
could not keep his Faith and Allegiance towards him, 
and his Obedience alſo to the See of Rome, againſt 
his Will and Pleaſure. 

To determine this Matter, the King ſummon'd a 
Council, or. Parliament, both of Clergy bars Lait 
at Rockingham, in the County of Rutland,. where af 
ter long and hot Debates, the Biſhops, and ma- 
ny of che bigotted Laity, ſhew'd their Averſion to 


= the King, who inſiſted on having, Anſelm 


Jed and aid, 1 will ſuffer none to be my Peer 
within my Realm, and ſwore to be reyeng'd if they 
wou'd not condemn the APch-Biſhop And when 
they , alledg'd,. according to the 'Bigotiy, 2 thoſe 
Times, that they had no Power to condemn. him, tho 
his Cauſe were never ſo evil; The King told them, that 
if they could not do ſo, yet they might renoutice O- 
bedience to him, and forſake his Se 1 They 
agreed they m1 ght do that: Then do it ys rh od 
(faid the Kin ne that he may, when he 
1 elk abandon'd, and deſpis'd of all 9 7 425 
© that he has follow'd Po Urban, and neglected 
© his Sovereign Lord and Maſter ; and that you may 
© doit with the more Safety, I deprive him of my 
Protection, and will not own him for an, Arch- Bi- 
© ſhop. Up on this the Biſhops advis'd Anſelm to 
ſubmit to the King, but in van. The King being 
highly provok'd, requir'd the Peers to renounce all 
Faith and Friendſhip which they. bore to the Arch- 
1 that he might ſee what be had gain d by that 
Allegiance, which, to the Offence of his Perſon, be ob- 
ſerw/d to the See of Rome. The Lords anſver'd, That 


they were never the Arch- Biſhop's Men, "and "there- 


fore cou'd not abjure a Fealty they had i never ſworn 
to him. 


In 


9 


"7 } 


In ſhort, when the King inſiſted that they ſhould. 
renounce the Arch-Biſhop abſolutely, which the Bi- 
ſhops were unwilling to do for fear of the Pope, they. 

acify'd his Majeſty by a great Sum of Money : Yet | 
he would not be reconcil'd to Anſelm, who thereupon. i 
begg'd leave to go to Rome. The King anſwer'd, = 
That if he wou'd Swear upon the Goſpels, neither to, 
1 o to Rome, nor Appeal in any Cauſe to the Pope's Court, 
7 e might live at Home in quiet, but if he wou'd de- 
art, it ſhou'd be at his Peril, for he wou'd Seize his 
! Arch-Biſhoprick, and never receive him more, Upon 
0 
n 


this Anſelm made his Eſcape privately, but was ſeiz d 
: at Dover by the King's Servants, who took from him 
5 all that he had, and then gave him a Paſſport. This 
y 7 an early Inſtance of Lay-Deprivation, as it was 
of our Kings maintaining their Royal Supremacy 1 

ſe and Authority againſt the See of Rome, and their | 
o own ambitious Clergy. s | 
at Dr. Wake, now Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, in his 
)- Authority of Chriſtian Princes, p. 202. ſays, That 
ay Anſelm referr'd his Cauſe to the Judgment of the 
1 Parliament, which is a Proof that he did not think 
m. it inconſiſtent with the Liberties of the Church to 
nt have Eccleſiaſtical Matters determin'd in Parliament, 
Ee, and that he did not carry his Principles ſo far as our 

ay modern High-flyers do againſt the Lay-Power. 

ny Henry I. was more condeſcending than Mill iam II. 
Bi- for upon Anſelm's Return and Deſire, he allow'd him. 
to do call a Convocation in 1102. where the King and all 

ing his Nobles were preſent, Wake, ut jupr, „ 
all Bacon ſays, Part 1. p. 216. that this Council was 
h- calrd by Royal Authority, and that it conſiſted not 
& only of the Clergy but Laymen, both of the Rich 'I 
„. and middling Sort, where Matters were determin'd | 

it by Majority of Votes. He likewiſe takes Notice, 

re- that thoſe Things which ſeem'd properly to belong 
* e ta 


———— A 


a wn he reveng'd himſelf afterwards, by exaftin 


(if } 
to the Cognizance of the Clergy, were triable by the 
King's Courts in the firſt Inflarice, and even their 
Power of Excommiimication was reftrain'd by the 
Laws of the Land, ib. p. oy. The like in Subſtance - 
is affirm'd by Hollinſbed in Hiſtory of England, p. 34. 
Dr. Wake, p. 202, &c, ſays, this K ing had a Contro- 
verſie with the Arch-Biſtiop about the Right of In- 
veſtitures, upon which Auſelm was once more forc'd 
to quit the Kingdom, but the Matter, at laſt, was 
determin'd in Parliament. _— 1 

Dr. Wake, p. 126, &c. ſays, this King allow d the 
Pope's Legate to afſernble a National Council By his 
Legatine Authority, in requital of which, the Le- 
gate uſurp'd the King's Prerogative, and cotnmand- 
ed the Arch-Biſtiop of Canterbury to iſſue His Writ for 
calling this Synod. The Pride of the Legate, who 
fate not only above the Engliſh Clergy, but all the 
Nobilicy, incens'd the whole Realm. In this Convo- 
cation the Lepite inveigh'd bitterly againft the Mar- 
riage of Priefts, but being catch'd in Bed with a 
Whore, was forc'd to leave the Kingdom with great 
Diſhonour. An Accouut of this Convocation is alſo 
piven by Spelman, Anno 1126. Vol. II. p. 32, Cc. 
The Doctor likewiſe obſerves, that im, Archi- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, did treacherouſly betray both 
his own Dignity, and the Liberties of the Nation, 
out of his Pride, by applying to Rowe for the Lega- 
tine Power, and in 1127. Held a Convocation as Le- 
pate, the firft of the kind that ever was held by an 
Arch-Biſhop in England. In this Council the King 
and the Laity were only allow'd as Spettators, an 
to put in Execution what the Clergy determin'd, 


great Sums of Money from ſuch Priefts as had nc 
quitted their Wives, according to the Decree of the 
former Conyotation, and gave Licenſes to ſuch 2 
K3. : URS vy ou 
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void pay for if, flill to retaiti their Wipes. 


King 27 8 ſucteeded next by U ſurpation, where- 
in he was ſupported by the Clergy, and he in requital 


gave up the Rights of the Crown to the See of Nome. 


Hollinſbed, p. 46. ſays, the Clergy choſe Stephen;” be- 
cauſe — 25 W426 follow their Courts? and 
they thought ws, ftiould do Got good Service in att 
vancing the Chutab, by bt eaking their Oaths to the Em- 
prefs Maud, to whoſe Succeſſion all of them were 
ſwörn in the Reign of her Father, Henry 1, | 
The Clergy having thus made à King of their own, 
by the moſt notorious Perjury that ever was heard of, 
unlef$ it be that of our High- Church Faction in the 
5 Age, the Nation was ſoon after enibroil'd in 
at by. Maud the Bmpreſs, and her Patty, who 
having took Stephen Priſoner, the. Biſhops and their 
Clergy did for tuoſt part change Sides, ſwore to the 
Emprefs, and extommunicated all that adher'd tö 


Stephen, and in à Syriod at Wincheſter did unanimouſty 


Recognize her Title ; but the Fortune of War being 
ans, and the Queen's General made Priſbtier, the 
who 
Pope's Legate, revoke their Oaths to Maud, extom- 
municated atf that adher'd to her, and ſwore again 
to Stephen. | nh 

The Biops and Clergy did in thoſe Days, except 
the Pope interpos'd, pretend to the Sole Authority 
of making and unmaking Kings, and to diſpoſe of 
the People's Allegiance when ever they judg d it ne- 
ceſſary, or thought they might do it with Safety; 
and they debated ptivately among themſelves, he. 
ther this Power did not 25 y belong tb them. 

The World, tis hop'd, will be fitisfyd, that this 
Piece of Hiſtory is vety true, when they know, that 
tis aſſerted in Pr. Bid fru Bdbk of Herediewy Right, 


wich fwas juſtly cal'd the PrtrendteY's Deoluration in 


Folio, 


+ Body of the Cletgy did, by the Advice of the 
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Folio, p. 46, $2, 53, &;c.. There's.no Reaſon to doubt 
but this was propos d as a Model to the Party, when 
the Deſign to Enthrone the Pretender was in its 
height, towards the cloſe of the laſt Reign; that ac- 
cording to this noble Example, the High-Church 
Clergy and Laity might be taught to play faſt: 


looſe: with their Allegiance and Qaths, and to mould 


them into what Shape and Form they pleas d. Tis 
evident enough by the late Rebellion, and the new 
Plot to bring in the Pretender by a. Foreign Power, 
that they have exactly copy'd the Pattern, and we 
may eaſily gueſs, whether they wou'd not hallow it 
by ſuch another Synod, or Convocation, as that at 
Winchefter, above: mention d, were it in their Power. 
We come next to the Reign of Henry II. who in 
1164. had a mighty Difference with Arch- Biſhop 
Becket about the 3 of the Church, as the lat- 
ter thought fit to call them. Hollinſbed gives a large 
Account of it, from the Writers of thoſe Times, 


N p. 69, Cc. The Clergy, ſays he, 6 by their pretend- 


ed Exemption from the Civil Power, grew to ſuch a 
height of Inſolence and Wickedneſs, in Rapine 
Murder and Manſlaughter, that in 10 Years they ha 

kill'd above 100 Men, which he aſcribes to the Bi- 
ſhops, who, contrary to the Canons, permitted 
Priefts to live Licentiouſly, and ſtudy d only to main- 
tain what they calld the Liberties. and Immunities of 
the Church. The King reſolv'd to curb the Clergy, 
and to ſubject them to ſecular Puniſhment, but twas 
oppos'd by Arch- Biſhop Becket, and the reft of the 
Biſhops, who ſaid it was againſt the Eccleſiaſtical 


. Liberties. The King highly incens'd at their Pre- 


tences, ask d whether they wou'd obſerve his 
Laus, or not. They anſwer'd they would, Salve 
ordine ſuo, i. e. with a Salvo to their own Order. 
The King offended at this Exception, demanded 

e | that 


. _ * 
(15) 
that they ſhou'd ſwear to LEY the Laws without 


it, which 'the poſſtiyely refus d, and upon this the 
King depriv'd the Arch. Biſhop ob all his Dignitiss. 


The reſt of the a dreading the Conſequenee, ' 
and the Pope hay wiſe i moped, the Areh- - | 
Biſhop wazypreva Abc n to five 


ö 

| 

| 

| 

5 obſerve ths King's 
Laws without all Colluſion or Deteit. 

5 

C 


t ſoon after, a Council wagheld at Crt; to | 
which the Arch: Biſhop, ' with moſt of the Lord's Spi- = 
5 'and Tempora! epair'd. There the Arch-Bi- | 
op wou'd hiye revo d his Oath, but was perfiva.- 
, with the other Biſhops, to to renew their Oaths 
n a the above. meut io d Salyo, yer he would 
p not Sign the Articles contzinꝰd in. His Oh. arg 
= After this he pretended to repent of sech for 
© 1 5 he undetwent à volt untar / penance, and ob- 
8, tuin the Pope's Abſolution. "Then he attempted 
' f0 fly to nt, but was taken, and cited rouppeat 
a beldle he King arthamp ron,” Where he and his 
e Fellow Biſhops b Tn Gee in in Seen, the Kin — 
d manded' 7 Mir from Him fe or Vacant Bi 
i- ricks ans Abbeys, which he had unjuſtly” derain d 
d from the Crown. The Biſhops advis'd him to ſub- 
n- mit, but he refug'd; and ſaid it had been never Heard 
52 before, that an 1 Biſhop of Cantirbury had been 
7 Reb 8d in the King's Courts fa any er of Cailſt. 
| eupbraided the Biſhops for judging him, who'was 
he their Father, and appeal'd to the Church of: Ronde. 
al I Hecharg'd them, if tem poral Men ſhou'd lay Hands 
e- upon him, to excerciſe the Cenſures of abs Church 
is againſt chem; and after having" (iid Maſs in his'Pori- 
ve tificalibus, be went to Court, bearing the Croſs in 
r. his Right Hand, and carr ying the Hoſt privately 
ed If with bim as his Spiritual Artlof while the other Bi- 
at ſhops follow'd him trembling; The King did again 
exhibit hie Complaints againſt the Arch-Biſhop be 
ore 


* 


- Fraytgr, and the Biſhapsap "pals to 


016). 


fore them all. The Nee uph ded. him as & 
: ome againſt che 


Areh-Biſhop, charg 2 00 with Ten juty, and 0 


him. The Princes and Peers did 105. bg declare bim 


to be guilty of Perhucy — Treadon, but Becker ge- 
ſon 


ſus d to ſubmit, f 4 55 neither Law nor Reg 
would allow Sons to judge and condemn the Faber 1 
and appeal dito the Fope. K lle 
„Having 8 ſpoke thus, he went. gut, and, ile 
King's 1 cal'd Ap eo 11 Re 
Worn Carl, that were: it 8 Or 
Cote ninth 5 75 wha 


wou'd defend Jus. 

He was recejv'd —＋ great Mob 9 9 2 25 pre- 
ar'd befgre- hand, by 1 . * attenc 
y the Glergy to che 7 — * n 


expreg'd himſelf Ke How & 12 Procę 
f * Joeetbring me from the F Face of 155 Enemy, 15 
*-fer al the; Da ra to.came into the 112 
5 that: we mey make, Me gether in, 
There de Cut prog with Vida S A W 
ade his eſcape by Ihe, 88 4 55 £09k over. ©: Aa 
whine he, met Fope Ale Sens, and id his 
Cale before him. 

One may eaſily ſae by this FORE ITE 50 
was, that our High- Church Party haye learnt thes 
Infolenge to the Governments EY the et ad of 
raiſing: Mobs to (apport them in their treaſq POR 
1 = 
pon the mean Submiſſion, which Eu U. W 
Pers to make, becauſe Becket had been let? 
by ſome of his Servants, the Clergy gain'd Ground 
on the 8 l their GO IT 
very much reſtrain d $1 gign, b ANNU 
ons of Clarengay, which. he had obl ard 010 70 
the reſt of —7 Biſhops. to Sign, as the Rights of of fes 
Crown, and Canſuetudines auitæ, i. e. t E Righ 1 of 


„ 
his Anceſtors. Theſe Conſtitutions brought many 
of thoſe call d Chureh. matters, to be determin'd, in 
the King's Courts, and his Juſtice was impower'd to 
reform the Errors of the Courts, of the Church, 
and the Crimes of the Clergy. Bacon, Part J. p. 

178, &. gives a- large Account of thoſe Conſtitu- 
ten 91902 io e: "ICY | 4.140 

But upon Henry the Ild's Submiſſion, to which he 
was forced by the Power of the Pope, and the Am- 
bition of his Clergy, the Nation loſt thoſe noble 
Conſtitutions for a time; and Pope Alexander im- 
proving the Opportunity, oblig'd the Engliſh Bi- 
mops by-Oath, to ſubject both themſelves and their 
Country to the Slavery of Rome, which at laſt broke 
the King's Heart. Bacon, p. 184, Cr. 

We come next to the Reign of King John, who be- 
ing in Fance, Hubert the Pope's Legate call'd a Sy- 
nod at Weſtminſter, An. i 200. And tho' forbid by 
the Earl of Eſſex, Lord Chief Juſtice of England, 
went on with it. King Jobn obſtinately oppoſing 
the Admiſſion of Stephen Langton to be Arch - Biſhop 
of Cunt exbury, «the Pope excommunicated the King, 
put the whole Nation under an InterdiQ, and forced 
John to hold the Crown of himſelf, which brought 
the Kingdom into perfect Confuſion and Slavery. 


Bacon obſerves, That the Clergy had been endea- 995 


vouring ever ſince the Conqueſt, to exclude the Lai- 
ty from their Synods, but cou d not totally effect it, 


till the Reign of King John. From this Period there- 


fore it is, that we muſt reckon the Commencement 
ot the Arbitrary Power, that they aſſum'd over the 
Laity,” and which thoſe who now call themlelves 
High-Church-Men are ſo fond of recovering. 
One of the firſt Improvements they made of a to- 
tal Excluſion of the Laity from their Synods was in 
che Reign of Henry Ill. when Bacon ſays, Boni face 
+ * 0 * Ar ch- 


"4 


| Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury held a Convocation, 


(18) 


which he made Conſtitutions oppoſite to the Laws of 
the Kingdom; and Dr. Wake ſays, p. 198. the Le- 


gate Ott obon held another at Northampton, in 1268, 


during the Parliament, and Excommunicated all 
ſuch as adher'd to Simon Montfort : Who appears by 


our Hiſtory, to have been the Chief of thoſe Patri- 


ots, that ſtood up for the Liberties of the Nation a- 

gainſt the Tyranny of Henry III. Of which the Cu- 

rious may find a very large and accurate 

in the Reverend Mr, Sam. Johnſon's Vindication of 

Magna Charta. | 
The next Attempt the Convocation made / upon 


the Liberties of the Kingdom, was in Arch- Biſnop 


Peckham's time, in the Reign of Edward I. An. 
1280, when without conſulting the Parliament, he 


enjoin'd the Conſtitutions made at the Council of 


Lyons to be obſerv'd in England, on pain of Excom- 
munication, Thus ſays Bacon, it became a Contro- 


verſy, whether Synods or Parliaments ſhou'd. have 


the Supreme Power, in determining the Limits of 
Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal juriſdiction; for now 
the King and all the Laity being excluded from their 
Synods, they determin'd all as they pleas d, not ex- 
cepting the Crown it ſelf, the Diſpoſal of which 
they had taken upon them in the Controverſy be- 
twixt Stephen and Maud, as we have heard before. 
Nor had the Kings any other Remedy againſt this 
Exorbitant Power of the Convocations, but to threat · 
en to deprive the Biſhops of their Baronies, if they 


 preſum'd to hold any Council about what related to 
their Royal Perſons, Crown and State, or the State 


of their Council, as appears in the Parliament Rolls, 
28 Henry Ill, Numb. 17. This kept them a little 
in Awe, and Edward I. curb'd their Inſolence by 
the Statute of Circumſpett4 agaris, of which They 
| made 


in 


Es @w% az et. como es - XAacx . 
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a (9 
made terrible Complaints, becauſe they were there- 
9 to the Lay- power. Baron, Part I. 251, 


Dr. Kennett, p. 266. ſays, That Edward l. oblig'd 
Arch-Biſhop Pectham ſolemnly to renounce in Parli- 
ament, thoſe Conftitutions he made in his Synod, 
and order d his Submiſſion and Retractation to be 
drawn up and publiſh'd, He had very good Rea- 
fon ſo to do, fince he had before - hand Tent an Inhi- 
bition by two Perſons of Quality; That the Synod 
ſhou'd not prefume to do any Thing againſt- his 
Crown and Dignity. - 8 


Edu l. wanting Money to carry on his War in 


Scotland,” Arch - Biſhop Wirchelſea in his Synod, An. 
1295. refug'd to grant any without the Pope's Con- 
ſent, according to a Canon of the Council of Lyons, 
hieb Arch-Biſhop Peckham had enjoyn'd to be ob- 
ſery'd in England as above. This fo provok'd the 
King, chat he ifſued a Proclamation, excluding the 
Clergy from his Protection, and order'd their Barns 
and Granaries to be lock'd ap, which brought them 
to ſubmit, and grant him a 5th Part of their Reve- 
nues, but the Arch. Biſhop continuv'd obſtinate, ſaid 
he wou'd obey the Pope rather than the King, dif. 
ſoly'd the Convocation, and went out in a Heat, ſay- 
ing, Saler unuſqui ſcque ani mam ſuam, i. e. Let every 
one ſave his own Soul, Godwin 's Catalogue of Biſhops. 
Edit. 16 1. p. 126. , 

Dr. Wake ſpeaking of this Synod, p. 351, ſays, 
that Arch-Biſhop Wirchelſea, and his Clergy, pro- 
cur'd' a Bull from the Pope to excommumicate--rhie 
Receivers and Payers of fuch Taxes, That the King 
being ſenſible of their Juggling, and difpleas'd at it, 

e them Time till next Parliament to conſider of a 

er Anſwer, and in the mean while Sea d up their 
Stores. The Arch-Biſhop, to be even with _ or- 
21 er'd, 


— — yy RR — 
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4 20 ) 
der'd the Bull to be publifh'd in all the Churches of 
his Province, When the Parliament met, and the 
Clergy perſiſted in their denial, the King put them 
= out of his Protection, held his Parliament without 
. them, and procured an Act which — all their 
0 Goods to his own Uſe; and after paſſing this Act, 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Brabazon ſent to cel the Cler- 
| -£y, that henceforth no Juſtice cou'd be done them in 
the King's Court, tho' never ſo much injur'd, but 
| that Juſtice might be had againſt them, which the 
Doctor obſerves, was telling them how the Law then 
| ſtood, and ſtill is, in the like Caſes, 
The King being to make War upon France, thoug ght 
fir to be Friends with the Arch-Biſnop, and reſted 
| his Goods; but when his Majeſty: retiirn/d from 
I France, he charg'd the Arch-Biſhop with · Treaſon, 
| 
| 


baniſh'd him, and ſeiz'd his Eire, -e s Cata- 
logue, ut ſupra. > 

Edward Il. who was a weak Prinee, — 4 home 
the Arch-Biſhop, and allow'd him to hold a Convo- 
cation, where he bzhav'd himſelf with his uſual Inſo- 
lence, and wou d ſuffer nothing to be debated there, 
tin the Biſhop of Coventry, who was impriſon'd at 
York, was releas'd. Bacon, and Godwin's e 1 
ſupra. 


This King being routed t diſtreſs d by che Scart, 


4 was ſupply*d with Money by the Clergy, and in re- 
| quital he eas'd them of what they complain'd of, 
as Grievances from the Statute of Circumſpecti atis; 
and that call'd the Articuli Cleri was enacted in their 
Favour, which brought the Nation again under theic 
| Slavery. Whereas in the beginning of his Reign, 
+} he told the Arch-Biſhop that he wou'd not have the 
Nation oblig'd, either by the Decrees of the Coun- 
eil of Lyons abroad, or the Conſtitutions of Otho and . 
Ortovon at home, without his Conſent ;- and in Aalen 
Biſhop 


fan) Y 
f — time, he ſent a Prohibition, forhid- 1 


any Thing in Convocation to = 
n the be Prejudice of ee, hr Seon or Kingdom 
5¹¹⁸ p \ 


W De Wake, P · 234, Wo | 075 28 1373188 | 
ir - Bacon ſays, p. 252. . oceaſion;! That: from 4% 
t, . — Frans — wart —— = | 
I to the King emſelves 2 the reſſ of the | 
m Kingdom; becauſe they . 


ut by any Aid granted in — tho — 
he | fo granted, did not oblige the city, tiſhenifirmꝰd 
en — And thus he ſays, Eagland became 
Ike a tvo body'd wunde, free n ll 
ht of Legs. y = 4 Rt £50 £2; 10 Wo il 
rd hii Ed Hid's time, +The!Arch-Blihop = | 
om plain d i in Parliament, chat the Frivileges bf the | 
on, Church were violated; by thejClergy's being fort d | 
ta- to appear before the Ring's Judges; but wasanfiverid, 
* it was abſolutely neceſſary to the Peace of tlie Realm; 
me for the Orditiaries were: {0 negligent: in [puniſhing 
vo- their Glergy, that their Exced s/wduld be bound- 
\ſo- less, "niet Fair d by the Civil ee Br. 
ere, Hair, p. 298 d bed ed ssd ©'v Au 
dat 1 Any one that (pleaſes to lodli into the Sat 0 
eut will od thany good Laws made againſt the Inceruach- 
AG ments of Rome, and ſending Money thither5forr'Be- 
cot, neſices, or Taxes laid by' that Court on Church Li- 
re- vings. This King did alſo ſeize the Deanry of Tork, 
| of, ¶ and all the Livings the Pope bad conferr d upon Ali- 
it; ens; and by the 25th of his Reign, call'd! the Sta- | 
heir tute of Proviſors';; thoſe who! obtam'd:Prefſentations 3 
their from Rome, were made liableito-a1Pranuttunt.”! = 
zign, But the Biſhops and Clergy were ſulaveri to re- 
> the form thoſe Abuſes, and either did not come to Par- 
oun- | lament. when ſutnmon'd, or if they came, either 

and IN ward riot Vote, or expreſi d theniſelves Go tembefab . i} 
— ly: That Bach Jays, 7s ll. p. 5d tha „ | | | 
Op @- | | 


| ( 22 ) 


ended no more upon chem; , (Further than they 
1 * ſaw; meet, ſo that in 6 or 7 Farhaments, Mattes 
1 <..were i Hetermin'd without their Ad vice; and in 
1 © ſuch a manner as croſs d their, Principles. And || 
7 . S That both Lords and-Gemmons obſering, 
1 that the Kingdom had been tod loug govertd hy 
th © the Clergy to the Diſieriſon uf the Crown 5 they 
| 6. pray'd;; that'the.:prineipa}-Offices: of the Nation 
1 ©. right: hence-forth be executed by the Lait. 
| .- Inithe:time.of Nba Il. it was made a Premunive 
1 to-purechaſe'Bulls, or! other Inſtruments from Rome, 
1 wich touch'd the King, or were againſt him, his 
1 Crown or Realm; which Dr. Wake ſays, r 44t. 
| made the'Atch-Biſhwps more moderate in che Buer- 
| eiſe bf the Power, at leaſt; if it did not male 
them leave' off, to ſummon Convocations by their 
| own Authority. Notwithftanding which, the; Pope 
| contioe'd his Uſurpations upon che Crown, to 
pole. which, the King:afſembied tis:Clergy in 139 
and demdnded, Whether the Pope bad Power to 
| 
| 
| 
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tranſlate Biſhops, and -diſpole Preferments? They 
——_ reply d, That he had beftwriteto the Popo 
to da ſeſt from ſuch Pratbices, Wich which being of- 

Snded, he told them, that had they boldly aſſort- 
| his Right, be would have ftdod firmly by them, 
| aid pruteſted them againift the Power of Rene, 
1 The he had good Keaſon to upbraid them thus, 
Ih will be evident to any Man, who looks into the Sta- 
1 cates of his Reign, where they wilkfind ſeveral very 
| good. ones againft the Incroachments of Rome. Bacon. 
[| Nici appearing:in-chis Reign, and baving many 
Followers, this creared new! Work for the Convo- 
cations. Dr. Hod, Patt III. p. 232; fays, his Do- 
ative was condeinn'd, * a A Convgeati- 
18 Com & full Account ef is, eite Hard 
| es 
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' * which follow'd u pon it, may be ſeen in Fox, Vol. 
1. 568. Edit. 164 15 be fea Gy de NI 
| | p.63. exclaiming rj Canon, th 
| gy had recourſe to the B25 ower, and re _ 
„ Canon as a Law, which afterwards prov'd a Forgery, 
i nd a few Months after it begun te put in Exeftu- 
y | tion, it was complaind of in Parliament, as” made 
hn | and publiſh d without the Conſent or Knowledge. of 
a the Commons, that it was contrary to the Liberties 
7 — the People, and therefore the Commons pray d 
might be repenPd; which. uuns accordingly: done: 
* p of Rich, I, Axt. 2. tho?! icchyas never — d in 
0, || the printed — For ſ⸗ Fry 72 576. That the 
r. — not only fort d this ifſued-Commiſ 
e n it w about Warrant from. the King or 
ir | Council ; and tho the! this forg'd Aﬀ was repeal'd, yet 
the Clergy afterwards pur ed t baſe they calld- Fe- 
reticks upon it, having found Interef enough' to 
the Repeal — 8 The Commons reſented - 
practice — Glergy; and when —— 
Money, they offur d him a Subſidy ; but on Condi- 
tion, the Clergy ſhou'd pay a Feath, which they 
vere ſo far from complying with, that a procefi- 
ed the Laity ſhou'd not Tax thetn. 

We come now to the Reign vm That 
LWiſe and Magnanimous Prince Ss thrown off the 
ws, I Pope's Authority, and knowing, — the Biſhops 
ta- ind their Clergy had made themſelves liable to Pre- 
ery I nwrires, by going contrary to the Acts of Edward II. 
and Richard II. be refolv'd to attack them that way. 
To ward off this Blow, they firſt offer'd him a Sum 


greed to ſubmit themſelves to him, and to recognize 
his Royal Authority over them, which was confirm d 
by the following Act. 


The 


of Money, and then by an Act of Convocation 'a- ' 
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The Power of Conwecations lititted by the 25th 


pagfl; of Henry VIII. Cap. 19. 
. es Do debbie e . 5 UG Hong 
7. Here the King's moſt humble and obedient 
VV. Subjects the Clergy of this Realm of Eng- 
© land, have not only knowledg d according \to 
the Truth, that the Convocatious of the ſame 
6 Clergy, are always, have been, and ought to be 
c afſembled by the Kings Writ; but alſo ſabmit- 
ting themſelves to the King's Majeſty, have pro- 
mis d (in verbo Sacerdotii) that they will never 


© from henceforth preſume to attempt, alledge, 


claim, or put in ure, or enaft, promulge or exe- 
© cute any new Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordinance, 


<- provincial or other, or by whatſoever Name they 


© ſhall becalld im the Convocation, unleſs the Kin 

< moſt Royal Aſſent and Licenſe made to them, 

had, to make, promulge, and execute the ſame, 
© and. his Majeſty do give his moſt Royal Aſſent an 
Authority in that behalf. And where divers Con- 
© ſtitutions, Ordinances, and Canons Provincial or 
© Synodal, which heretofore have been enalted, 
© and be. thought not only to be much prejudicial 
© to. the King's Prerogative Royal, and repugnant 
© to. the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, but alſo 
© over-much onerous to his | Highneſs and his 
Subjects: The ſaid Clergy ' hath moſt humbly 
© beſought the King's Highneſs, that the - ſaid 
© Conftitutions and Canons may be committed to 
© the Examination and judgment of his Highneſs, 
© and of thirty two Perſons of the King's Subjetts. 
© whereof 16 to be of the Upper and Nethe- 
© Houſe of the Parliament, of the Temporalty; 


and other 16 to be of the Clergy of this n_— 
| An 


(250% 


« And all the ſaid 2 Perſans to be choſen and ap- 


þ || © pointed by the King's Majeſty. And that fach of 
+l © the Re Coating and Canons: as ſhall bethought 
« and determin'd b 15 the ſaid 32 Perfons, or the 


« mote part of them. worthy to be abrogated and 


nt c adnulled, ſhalt b abdlite, and made of no Value. 


14 accordingly. And ſuch other' 'of the ſame' Con- 
o 4 ſtitutions mA Canods, as' by THe faig 3 2, or the 
bo © more part of them, yr be approv'd fo Hand with 
be „ the Laws of God, ank cdhfchant to the Laws bf 
this Realm, thall Wag i in their full Strength and 
* c Power, the King's moſt Royal Affent firſt had and 
r obtain d to the ſame; Be it therefore now enafted 

by Authority of this preſent Parliament, accord - 
© ing to the ſaid Submit on, and Petition of the ſaid 
© Clergy, that they, ne any of them, from herre- 
© forth mall preſume to attempt, alledge, claim, os 


c vincial or Synodal, or any other Canons: Not 
© ſhall enact, promulge, or execute any ſuch Canons, 
: Conttitutions, or Ortinarices, Provincial, by whats 
| ſoeyer Name, or Names, they may be calf”; in 
8 their Convocations i in Time coming, (which alway 
' hall be aſſembled by, Authority of the King's Wtit) 

1 the ſame Ctergy may have the King's moſt 
, Royal Aſſent and Licenſe to make, promul; 
* and execute ſuch Canons, Conſtitutions, and 
F Provincial or Sy nodal, upon Pain of =4 

very one of the faid Clergy doing contrary to this 
AA, and bein thereof convict, to ſuffer Impriſon- 
ment, and 2 5 Fine at the King s Will. 

a Aud foraſmuch as ſuch Canons, Conſtitutions, 


85 
c 


' the Clergy of this Realm, cannot now at the Seſſi- 
on of this preſent Parliament, by reaſon of ſhort- 
nel of Time, be viewed, examin'd, and deter- 
1 D * min'd, 


© put] in ure any Conſtitutions, or Qrd! inances, Pto» 


' and Ordinances, as beretofore have been made by 


1 


min'd, by the King's - Highneſs, and 32 Perſons, 
to be choſen and appointed, according to the pe- 
tition of the ſaid Clergy, in Form above rehearſed: 
Be it therefore xa, | by Authority aforeſaid, 
That the King's Highneſs ſhall have Power and 
Authority to nominate, and aſſign, at his Pleaſure, 
© the (aid 32 Perſons of his Subjetts, whereof 16 to 
be of the Clergy, and 16 tobe of the Temporalty 
. of the Upper and Nether Houſe. of the Parlia. 
ment. And if any of the ſaid 32 Perſons ſo cho- 
. ſen ſhall happen to die before their full Determi- 
. nation, then his Highneſs to nominate other from 
Time to Time of the ſaid 2 Houſes of the Parlia- 
F ment, to ſupply the Number of the ſaid 32. And 
that the ſame 32, by his Highneſs ſo to be nam'd, 
mall have Power and Authority to view, 1 


: and examine, the ſaid Canons, Conſtitutions, an 


* 


c 
0 
0 


Ordinances, Provincial and Synodal, heretofore 
made, and ſuch of them as the King's Highneſs, 
and the ſaid 32, or the more part of them, ſhall 
*.deem and adjudge worthy to be continued, kept, 
ard obey'd, ſhall be from henceforth kept, obey'd, 
and executed within this Realm, ſo that the King's 
moſt Royal Aſſent under his Great Seal be firſt 
© had to the ſame. And the reſidue of the ſaid Canons, 
© Conſtitutions, and Ordinances. Provincial which 
the King's Highneſs, and the ſaid 32 Perſons, of 
* the more part of them, ſhall not approve, or deem, 
and judge worthy to be abolite, abrogate, and n 
made fruſtrate, ſhall from thenceforth be void, . 
and of none Effect, and never be put in Execution 
within this Realm. Provided always, that no Ca- 
nons, Conſtitutions, or Ordinance, ſhall be made, 
or put in Execution within this Realm, by Autho- 
© rity of the Convocation of the Clergy, which 
| * ſhall be contrariant, or repugnant to a — 
| re- 
| a 
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© Prerogative Royal, or the Cuſtoms, Laws, ot Sta- 
* tutes of this Realm, any Thing contain'd in this 
Ax to the contrary hereof, riotwithſtanding, © _ 
Note, The other Clauſes being only againft Ap+ 
peals to Rome, &c. we leave out, as Foreign to the 
Subject in hand, h ee e 
Dr. Wate, now Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury, p. 249. 
obſerves from this Act, that the 2 following Points 
became ſettled both by Parliament and Convocation. . 
1, That the Clergy have no Right to meet in any 
Synod without the King's Licenſe, teſtify'd by his 
Writ to the Arch-Biſhop, And, Secondly, That being 
met they cannot proceed to A C T but according to his 
Direction. Nr = pt ney 
Thus ſays he, the Crown was after a long Invaſi- 
on . reftor'd to thoſe Rights it antiently en- 
That this is true, appears by ſeveral preceding 
Inſtances in the ſame Reign. The firſt was in the 
7th of Hen. VIII. as we find by Kelway's Reports, 
Fol. 181. when the whole Convocation was declar'd 
by the Judges aſſembled by the King to have in- 
curr'd a Premunire, meerly for citing, ex Officio, Dr. 
Standiſh, for maintaining the King's Prerogative, and 
that by the Law of the Land, Prieſts ought to anſwer 
before temporal Judges, The Occaſion of this was, 
that the Biſhop of London's Chancellor, and Sumner, 
vere try'd by the Civil Magiſtrate for the Murder 
of Richard Hunne, who was impriſon'd for Hereſy - 
in the Lollard's Tower at Paul's, and the Convoca- 
tion being ſitting in the Time of the Trial, ſaid that 
al] their Liberties were now ſtruck at, and therefore 
ny Dr. Standiſh upon the Account ' aboye-men- 
tion Rr 5 {#5 
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The Second was that of Cardinal Wolſey, who in 
the 21t of Hen. VIII. was attainted in à Præmmnire, 
becauſe he intended utterly to ſubvert, and enervate 
the moſt antient Laws of England, and to bring it 
under the perpetual Yoke of the Civil Laws, and 
the Canons of thoſe Laws. Theſe Civil Laws here 
mention'd were the Legantine Conſtitutions exer- 
cis'd by the Cardinal, and the Biſhops in their ſeveral 
Dioceſes, which, tho? it had the Countenance of the 
King's Commiſſion for Warrant, yet that was found 
no Excuſe for ſo unjuſt an Ack. So that the Card, 
nal, and all the Biſhops, were adjudg'd to have in- 
curr'd a Premunire. This oblig'd em to beg Par- 
don in Convocation, and to pay the King a Sum of 
Money which was very great in thoſe Days, viz. the 
Province of Canterbury 100000 |, and the Province 
of Tork 18840 l. and the Cardinal himſelf was ad- 
judg'd to have forfeited to the King all his Goods and 
Chattels, with his Lands and Tenements as Whate- 
hall, Hampton Court, - Chriſt's College in Oxford, &c. 
See Mr. Bagſhaw's Second Argument concerning the 
Præmunire in 1640. 3 „„ 
Dr. Burnet, Part I. Edit. 2d, p. 113. fays, the 
King wou'd not accept this Money, unleſs they ac- 
know ledg'd him Supreme Head, and made the Sub- 
miſſion in Convocation above-mention'd. ; 

'Tis ft to obſerve here, that the Juriſdiftion of 
the Crown in Matters of Religion, enacted by the 
25th of Hen. VIII. cap. 19. is confirm'd, and ſeems 
to be much enlarg'd by the firſt of Elix. cap. 1. where 
there is this Clauſe, r 
_ © And that alſo it may likewiſe pleaſe your High- 
© neſs, that it may be N and enacted by 
* the Authority aforeſaid, that ſuch Juriſdictions, 
* Privileges, Superiorities, and Preheminences, Spi- 
* ritual and Eccleſiaſtical, as by any Spiritual or Ec- 

| WT» © cleſiaftical 


ö 
„ clefiaſtical Power br Authority , hath heretofore 
© been, or may lawfully be exercts'd, or us'd for the 
+ Viſitation ofthe BeclefiaſticalState, and Perſons, and 
fort Reformation, Order, and Correction of the fame, 


'* and of all manner of Errors, Hereſies, Schiſms, Abuſes, 


© Offences, Contempts, and Enormities, Mall for ever, 
by Authority of this preſent Parliament, be united, 
© and atinex'd to the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 
Let Dr. Atrerbury, and others who aſſert « Right 
in Convocations, to enter into what Debates, and 
© come to what Reſulutions they ſhall think fit 
* (within their proper Sphere) without being pblig'd 
© to qualifie themſelves for ſuch Debates or Reſo- 
* litions by a Royal Licenſe,” which is neceſſary to 
no Synodical Ack, previous to that of making 3 
Canon. Let ſack Men, I ſay, fee how they N get 
clear of this Statute, which lodges the Reformation, 
and Correction of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons,” and all man- 
ner of Errors, in the Crown, ' Certainly one wou'd 
think, by this Statute, that the'Convocation can ex- 
erciſe nd ſuch Power without incurring a Præmunire, 
unleſs it be expreſly contain'd in a Licenſe, or Com- 
miſſion, from the Sovereign. LE | 
Theſe Men ought to know, that even when Popery 
was triumphant, and that the Spiritual Thrones {as 
they call em) uſurp'd upon the Temporal, our ſe- 


_ cular Judges, when Men were impriſon'd by the 


Clergy for what they thought Hereſie, did allow 
the Priſoners their Habexs Corps, examin'd the War- 
rants, and either bail'd, or diſtharg d them, as they 
ſaw Cauſe. Thus in the th ot Edward IV. when 
one Keyſer was excommunicated by the Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury, and ſaid, That tho” the Arch-Biſhop, or 
his Commiſſary, had excommunicated him, yet he was 
not excommunicated before God, He was by that Arch- 
Biſhop committed for this as a Heretick, bat upon 


moving 
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moving for a Habeas Corpus, the Judges firſt admitted 
him, to Bail, and then diſcharg'd him, becauſe. the 
Matter contain'd in the Arch-Biſhop's Warrant ſor 
Impriſonment, was not within the Statute, The Rea- - 
der may. find more of this in Burnet's Hiſtory of the 
Rejlormation, Fail. .a 27>: 7. ance. 7 

By this we way ſee, how cloſely our. preſent - 
High-flyers purſue the Steps, of their Popiſh Prede- 
ceſſors, in reckoning thoſe who diſpute the;uſurp'd 
Power of their Church to be Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 
or what elſe they pleaſe. But as the Law. of the 
Land did not countenance ſuch ill. grounded Preten- 
ſions then, far leſs will it do ſo no.. 
Vet this is what the Party aim at, as Dr. Wake 
juſtly obſerves, p. 337. © Here (ſays he) our Au- 
< thor opens himſelf, and gives un à broad Hint what 
© it is he wants. He wou'd have the * or ra- 
© ther the Convocation, empower d to determine 
what they pleaſe, to be Heretical, and when they 
© have done ſo, to proceed againſt their own Mem- 
© bers, if not againſt others accordingly. By Virtue 
© of this Power, whatſoever Books were publiſh'd by 
Men they did not like, ſhould be cenſur'd and ex- 
© ecuted as Heretical, and the Authors be oblig'd to 
© a Retractation of them. And I am ſometimes 
© afraid this Gentleman does really fancy the Convo- 
© cation to have a certain, original, inherent Right 
© mit ſotodo, | | | 

The Perſon whom the Dr. makes this Reflection 
upon, was the Author of. a fit prank. entitPd, A 
Letter to a Convocation- Man. And every one knows, 
that a noted Doctor of Divinity, and in the laſt Reign 
advanc'd to a higher Station, was the Perſan who 
wrote a Book againſt Dr. Wale, entitl'd, The Rights, 
Powers, and Privileges of an Engliſh Convocation, &c. 
But how well he. ſucceeded in it, the Reader my 
"= 
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be fatisfy'd by the learned Dr. Kennett's Eccleſiaſtical 
Synods, and Parliamentary Convocations in the Church 


of England, Hiſtoricaly Stated, and juſtly Vindicated 


om the Miſrepreſent ations of Mr. Atterbury. 
l Wake. 1 — Ae — ; — that 
the Party then had a Mind to fall foul upon the late 
Dr. Sherlock as a Heretick, and expreſſes himſelf 
thus, Now, let us only ſuppoſe che Dean to have 
© as much Kindneſs for himſelf,” and Regard to his 
o Reputation, as we ſee the Men of the lat Age 


had. And that he ſnou d thereupon take the ſame 
' © Courſe to defend himſelf, ' that Dr. Standiſh before 


did: Who can tell what the Opimion of the tempo- 
©ral Judges in ſuch a Caſe might be, or what they 
* might make of their Proceedings ? And tho King 
Fim Vill. ler the” Matter fall, and task no für- 
©thet Notice of it; yet Thoald'they now be deem'd 
© to hive fallen under a Præmunire by ſuch an At- 
© terapt, who will mfure them xhat another Prince 
© ſhan't take the Advantage of it. I eannot 
imagine what à Cotvbeation can do, that the Kin 

© may not as well, and much more ſafely do in theſe 
Matters. He can forbid ſome Men to affect new 
Terms, can diſcoutrage others who advance new 
© Theories to the detriment of the Authority of the 
* Holy Scriptures. He can publiſh Rules for the 
preaching of ſome, and Orders to reform the Vices 
© of others. But indeed, he cannot by all this, or 
by any Thing elſe that he can do, oblige ſome Men, 
and hereto ought the lefs' to be blam'd, if he 


© does not trouble himſelf to go out of his Way to 
* gratifie their peeviſh and unreaſonable Deſires. 
Page 339. He goes on thus, Why may not the 
Parliament be as well qualified to put a top to the 
© Looſeneſs, or rather Licentiouſneſs of out preſent 
Times, as the Convocation ? That hitherto _ 
5 ave 
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haye not done it, is no Ar 2 that they are un- 
fit. for, or uncapable of oing it. That they are 
© not Skill'd in Divinity, [which was his Antagonift's 
* Afertion] may be a good Argument to prove, 
© that they are — ſo well ay to diſpute with 
© Hereticks, as a Convocation may be, but does by 
© mo means hinder, but that they may be able to 
« take. a much more effectual Way. of dealing witk 
them z and I have before ſhewn, that to euahle 
them? to know what is Heretical, tis by no meant 
© neceſſary that they ſhould be Skill'd in the Lan- 
guages of the Bible, much leſs, that they ſhoy'd 
5 NMaſters of all the learned Fathers, or of the 
iſtory of the Primitive Church. Let is hs ſtick 
to, the Rule already eftabliſh'd by Authority of Par, 
© lament, 1 Elis. cep. 1. and provide only that no- 
thing be innovat ated, or attempted contrary theres 
unte 3 and 1 believe! it will puzzle the Con vacation, 
_ to ſhew what cou'd more effectually be done to ſup, 
port the Catholick Faith, or to ſuppreſs thoſe He- 
« roſies which, now eſpeciall Y, ſc themſelves up 
in Qppoſition thereynto. 7 fm ? 
The Clauſes of the, At which the Dottor refers to, 
are 35 and 36, which, for the Satisfaction of * 
common Reader tis thought fit to inſert. 
XXXV. provided always, and be it enacted 2 25 is 
* aforeſaid, That no —.— ok Order, Act, or De- 
* termination for any Matter of Religion, or Cauſe 
l * Recleſiaſtical, bad, or made by, the 2 
* of this preſent. Parliament, ſhall be ac * 
deem'd, interpreted, or adjud ged at 225, 
© hereafter to be any Error, "Hereſy, Slide, or 
. Schiſmatical Opinion; any Order, Decree, Sen- 
* tence, Conſtitution, or Law, whatſoever the lame 
? be to the ; norwithilanding, 50 


F 
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XXXVI. Provided always, and be it enafted by 
the Authority aforeſaid;. That ſuch Perſon or per- 
« ſons to whom your Highneſs, your Heirs or Sucs 


© cefſors, ſhall hereafrer by Letters Patents under 


the Great Seal of England, give uthority to have 
{ or execute any harter 2 or Authority 
* Spiritual , or- to "its reform, e er, or cor- 

fins Abuſes or K. 
© normities, by Virtue of this Act, 1 not in any 
© wiſe have Authority or Power, to order, 25 50 


rect any Errors, Herefi es, Schi 


mine, or adjudge any Matter, or Cauſe, to 
. Herefy, but only Lach as heretofore have be 
Fig © d, order'd, or adjudg'd to he Hereſy. 
© by the Authority of the Can ab Scriptures, or 
© by the firſt 4 General, Councils, or any of them, 
© or by any * General Council, wherein the 
: aus was declar d Hereſy by the expreſs and plain, 
* Words of the faid Canonical Scriptures, or ſach as 
* hereaftec ſhall be order'd, judg d, or determin'd. 
* to be Hereſy by the High Court of Parliament of 


this Realm, 4 the Afenc of the Clergy in their | 


: Convocation 3 any, Thing in this Act contain d to 
* the contrary notwithſtanding. 


One wou'd wonder at the Preſumption of thols 


Men, who endeavour to have ſuch Things cognizable 
by the Convocation, which are fo expreſly by the 
Statute Law ſolely reſery'd to the Cognizance of the. 
Crown, and ſuch as the Sovereign ſhall impower for 
that End under the Great Seal, Certainly the Lower 
Houſe" of Convocation cou'd not pretend any ſuch 
Authority to take 
gor's Sermon, or his Preſervative 2 206 5 
end Practices of the Non-Turors. 

but they might have petition'd the King for 2 to 
take co zance of them, tho' it had — more du- 
liful to bean laid their Exceptions, with the Cauſes, 


of 


Cognizance of the Biſhop. of Ban- 


denys, ' 
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of em, before his Majeſtyg and to have petition d, 


that the Matter might be determin'd by his Majeſty's 


temporal Courts, ds the Law allows. But inſtead of 
doing this, the Report of the Committee is publiſh'd 
ina very inſolent 5 dr and that it may Your the 
greater Rbchertey, and hays more Effect to inflame' 
the Minds of the Populace, who are too much de. 
bauch'd already from their Loyalty, by the Seditious 
Arts of the High Church Faction, it is publiſh'd ag 
the Vote of the Lower Houſe, Wemine — 
to be receiw d and enter d upon their Books, 

This gives too much Ground to ſuſpect, that the 
Publiſhers ft leaſt, did this with a Seditious View to 
poſſeſt the Nation with an Opinion that the Church 
is in Danger to be overturn'd by his Majeſty, ſince 
the Sermon was publiſh'd by his Majeſty's Special 
Command. Wh 

Perhaps they think to ſalve the Matter, becauſe 
Report, p. 14. they ſay. to the Upper Houſe, © We 
© doubt not bur your Lordſhips in your known Good- 
© neſs will favoutably apprize his Majeſty, if it "ſhall 
be thought needful or expedient in Order to ſet 
this Matter, together with our Proceedings there- 

"upon „ in a true and proper Light. 

But certainly this can never ſcreen them from the 
Puniſhment ave by Law, for offering to enter upon 
this Subje& without his M May” s leave, ' eſpecially 
when they knew his Royal Honour and Perfon-was fo 
much concern'd, becauſe of the Sermon 's being pub- 
liſh'd by his Majefty 's Command. 

This is much worſe, and more difingenuous thin 
what was done by their Popiſh Predeceſſors, who 
with their Prolotutor, in 1536. exhibited a Lift of 
what they call'd Errors, maintain'd by Preachers m 
the Province- of Canterbury, to the Lord Cromwell, 
King Hey Villth's s Vicegerent „ and the Bete 

Oule. 


Houſe. In this Lin tte DK in manprtrus ens 
Dottrines as Errors, wit > of others which 
the maliciqus Clerg gy fall —— d. upon the Protes 
ſtants. The laſt part of X Articles contain d ſharp 
Reflections on ſome of the Biſhops, . which, - 
velldat Cranmer, Latimer, 9 Sbaxtoy, The Lower 
Houſe were ſo D Hyder en, as to Preface their Ar- 
ticles with a Froteſtation, That they neither in 
© Word, Deed, or otherwiſe, directly or matten, 
* intended any Thing to ſpeak, Fa er 0, 
in any manner of wiſe may be ant unto 
„King's Highnes, their moſt road Sqrerpigo Lcd, 
and Supreme 2 of the Church of England, &c: 
Ad chat they fincerely additked them- 
; 415 to Almighty God, his Laws, and ; unto their 
© faid Sovereign Lord d the. King, 1 Supreme 


Head on Earth, and his Laws, Statutes, Proyiſi- 


11 Ordinancas, made here WIR his mc 
* 

Vet at the ſame Time they knew, 7 155 this Way 
of Proceeding was contrary to their ow Submiſſion, 
in the Ward. of the Priaſthaad, and the * made 
upon it about 2 Vears before; * were they igno- 
rant that it muſt be diſpleaſing to the King; who held 
cramner, and the other Biſhops aim? 8 at, in very 

great Eſteem, and no douht they wou'd have felt 
5 Effects of it, had not the King been then em- 
broil'd with other Affairs, and die + not think it pru- 
dent to provoke the Clergy too much in other Re- 
ſpects, when he was ſeizang their Manaſteries and 
Abbeys, and at the ſame Time his Affairs were 


in Diſorder, and be knew he had diſoblig'd:the pro- 
teſtants by cutting off his Queen, Ame Bullen, which 
— — 8 Clergy grow ont inſdlent, 1 
cau Was ir Enem et ve them a ſe- 
— . wh declared in 

Con- 


vere Rebuke by the Lard 1 
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Convocation, That it was the King's Pleaſure that 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church ſhou'd be 
reform'd by the Rules of Scripture, and that no- 
thing was to be maintain d which did not reſt in that 
Authority. Burnet, Part II. 213, e. and Ful- 
ter's' Church Hiſtory, 25 W. p. 208, &e. _ pive C 
large Account of this Matter. | 
Another Conyocation was held by the King's Au- 
thority in 1537, which the Lord Cromwel, as Vicar 
General, open'd with a Speech, thanking them in 
the King's Name for afſembling ſo diligently without 
any Excuſe, according to his Command. He went 
on thus; You are not ignorant that you are calfd 
* to determine certain Controverſies moy'd concern. 
ing the Chriftian Religion not only in England 
e but through the World. That the King ſtudi 
© Da and Night to eſtahliſ Quiet in the Church, 
* and'can't reſt till all ſuch Controverſies be fully de- 
i bated, and ended, through the Determination o 
* you and his whole Parliament; for tho? his ſpecial 
6: Deſire is, to ſet a Stay for unlearned People, whoſe 
„ Canſciences are in doubt what they may believe; 
and He himſelf, by his excellent Lan *know: 
eth theſe Controverſies well enough, yet he will 
© ſuffer no common Alteration but by Conſent of you 
$ „ and his whole Parliament. He defires you, "for 
© Chriſt's ſake, that all Malice, Obſtinacy, and 
© carnal Relpett Þ et apart, you will friendly and lo- 
4 , vingly diſpute among your ſelves of the Contro- 
* verſies moy'd in the Church, and that you will 
*" conclude all Things by the Word of God, without 
4 brawling or Kolding; 1 will his Ma jeſty ſuf- 
© fer the Scriptures to be wrefted and defac d by an 
6- * Gloſſes , Papiſtical Laws, or Authority of Doctors 
1 05 Councils; much leſs will he admit any Articles, 
or Dockrines, not contain d i in Scripeure, but ap- 


- prov'd 


The Doctor knows alſo, that by 


# proy'd only by Continuance of Time, and old Cu- 
© ftom, and unwvritten Verities, as you are wont to 
© do. Ve know well enough, that ye are bound to 
© ſhew this Service to Chrift and his Church, yet not- 
© withſtanding, his Majeſty will give you high 
Thanks if ye will ſet and conclude a godly and per- 
© fe Unity, whereunto this is the only Way, if 
you will determine all Things by the Scripture, as 
Cod commandeth you in Deuteronomy, which Thing 
* his Majeſty exhorts and deſites you to do. 

When Cromwe| had done, the Biſhops roſe up all 
together, and thank'd the King for his great Zeal to- 
wards the Church, and his moſt godly Exhortation. 
Dr. Atterbury, in his Rights, Powers, aud Privi- 
leges, of an E £ iſh Convocation, p. 398. ſays, That 
neither Cromwel in his Speech, nor the Prelates in their 


Anſwer, mention d any Commiſſion to treat. But can 


we thence infer that there was no ſuch Commiſſion ? 
The contrary ſeems more probable from Cromwel's 
telling them, That they were not ignorant of thoir being 
calf d to determine certain Controverſies, &c. as above, 
The Doctor knows well enough that the Writs of 
Convocation did then, as well as now, only expreſs in 
general Terms, that they were calPd, becauſe of ſome 
difficult and urgent Affairs relating to the Defence 
* and Security of the Church of England, and the 
© Peace, Tranquility, publick Welfare, and Defence 
© of the Kingdom and Subjects; and that they are 
to treat, conſent, and conclude on the Premiſes, 
and other Things which ſhall be more clearly pro- 
pos d then and there on the part of the Crown. 
Whereas, here we find that Crommel told them, they 
knew the Particulars for. which they were call, 
which fairly implies that they had a Commiſfion. 
| the 25th of this 
Reign, about three Years before this „ 
ey 
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they cou'd not, ag the King's patent and Br 


cenſe, preſume to attempt. any new. Ca 


tutions,” c. But ſuppo d. = . 
e this W will by hey 


therefare they had a Right to treat on what they 
pleas d, for Crommel, the King's Vicegerent way 


' there in Perſon, who fold them in the King's Name 


what they were to debate, and manner how; and 
Mr. Pang Fol. II. p wang tells us, that Gampel 
check d Stokealey, Bilkop! of Londen, for dee 


unwritten Verities, and endeayouring to prove the 


Sacraments out of the old School Glolles, which " 


dicettly contrary to the King's Inft mention 
in Crommel's Speech ad "Pp I believe the Doctor's 
Friends, were it in their Choice, wou'd rather have 
a Commiſſion from the Crown far * they do in 
Convoeation, than b to 5 Obſerration and 
Checks of a Vicegerent. pears likewiſe by Cran- 
pel's 8 Speech, — Hay Vi =_ inclinable wm 
to Fave ical Power, L the N which 
me of the Dottors. Erie are ſo fond of, viz to 
ve Matters of Religion determin'd by. the Canons 
of a Cenyocation, and the King's Aut only; for 
here the King — he will ſuffer no common Alterati- 
on but (iy the Conſent Y the ges, and wbote Fe 
liament. 
Dr. Burnet, ut faxra, 21%. tells us, that aste 
the Articles of Reli 3 Sd the Convocation, 
they were hulk wy in ey Places by the Kings 
own Hand, which is a full Proof, that he did not allow 
them to come to what Reſolutions they ee, as 
Dr. Atterbury thinks fit to ſaggeſt ; and whatever he 
aledges.in Defencerof his Suppokition, from che Pre- 
face, ro the Inſtitution of a Chriſtian Man, it is cr. 
tain, hy the, King's Preface to the neceſſary: Dot#rin 
nd Erudition for any Chriſtian Man, prianed by 


eans fallow, tha chat | 
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Majeſty % Order In 1843 chat e Convocation was 
fo far from being aow'd, to reſolve what they pleus d, 
that his Majeſty fays, He fer it forth with the Ad- 
vice of his Clergy, and that it was approv'd by bork 
Houſes of Parlament, 'which was no tefs than 3 
Checks upon tlie Conyocation. Dr. Burtt, 1 ws et =] 
. 286. tells us, that this Book was by a 
ſelect Number of Divines, who ſate by Vire Virtue of a 
commiſſion from the King confirm'd in Parliamen 
ſo that here we find'a CotifeMon of Faith con 
and publiſh'd by the Royal Commiffion without a 
Convocation. © © 

1 don't intend by what 78 N aid, Git 4 Con- 
vocation has not a hberty to debate what's propos d 
to them by the Crown, or even to put a Negative 
(if they can ſhew good Reuſon) upon any particular 
Fropotal, but 11 queſtion whether they can without 
the danger of a 2 attempt, or form a Ca-. 
non, c. by way of Reſolye, againft any Thing pro- 

A by our Wee or without their Licenſe, 
bt hat as I take it, the Boctor has exp reſfs'd imſelf 
with too little ginrd, when he fappoſes, p. 396. the 
Convocation may come to what Reſolutions they pleaſe. 
For certainly there's a very great difference 
their not giving Aﬀent, and forming ſuch Reſoluti- 
= as they pleaſe upon any Propoſal from the 

rown. 

The Inſtance v hich the Doctor brings, p. 395. to 
ſupport this Hypotheſis, ſeems rather to be quite a- 
0 him, or to be little to his purpoſe, for he owns, 
that in the Convocation, Marth 26, 4328. a Queth- 
on was put, Whether they might iſpute on the 
King's Buſineſs, becauſe it was then depending be- 
fore the Pope, and not by him determin' d. This 

ts it upon the want of the Pope's, and not the King's 

ommiffion, for as to the latter they cou not have 


any 
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any doubt, ſince they had his Orders to debate the 
lawfulneſs of: ery his Brother: s Wife, the De- 


termination of which the Do& uns the Preſident 


to bave preſs d very e 1225 d that to ſolve the 
Clergy's doubt, he produc” the Pope's. Brief, allow: 
ing them to give their Opinion, on the Subject. | 
Another Argument the Doctor makes uſe of i is 
that © this was — the bebe gy had made their Sub. 
b miſſion to the King, fore i i was enacted; ſo 
that tho it oblig d them not as 4 Law, yet it bound 
p them as a Promiſe z by the Terms of which, if 
© a Commiſſion to treat had been then held neceſla- 
. we may be ſure, they wou d not ſo ſoon after 
© the making that Promiſe ave treated without one, 
By this Argument one wou'd think the Doctor bad 
forgot the Determination of the Council of Conſt anteg 


That Faith was not to be kept with Hereticks, and ſuck 


, they then reckon'd Henry VIII. or that be had not 


conſider d the numerous Inſtances in our own Hiſto- 


ry, that *twas uſual with the Popiſh Clergy to ſwear 
Pro and Cm; and particularly in the Caſe of Maud 
and Stephen, or if Ruch — Paſſages had eſcapd 
his Memory, tis ſomewhat odd that he ſhou'd have 
forgot that we have 4 ſort of Proteſtant Clergy in our 
own Times, that are not to be bound by Oaths, .and 
much leſs by Promiſes and Subſcriptions. - 
Beſides, had the Doctor confider'd the Statute 
Book, he would have found that there was not the 
leaſt Reaſon for this Objection; for tho' the Clergy 
Submiſſion was not SS enatted, yet by the 24th ; 
Henry VIII. cap. 1 2. entitl'd, No App eals ſhall be ut 
but within this R galm, or for the Re 1/56 of Appeals, 
was enacted, Sect. II. That all Cauſes determin- 
able by any ſpiritual Jr uriſdiction, whether they 
concern the King, his Heirs or Succeſſors, or any 


© ather * or Reſiants within this Realm, E 
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© be heard, examin'd, diſcuſsd, clearly, finally and 
C definitively ad} judg d, and determin'd, within the 


King's Juriſdiction and Authority, and not elſe- 
* where, in ſuch Courts Spiritual and Temporal of 


© the Gme; as the Natures, Conditions and Quali- 
« ties of the Caſes ſhall require, any Foreign Inhi- 
© bitions, Appeals, Sentences, Citations, &c. by, 
© to, or from the See of Rome, &c. Or any wiſe 


notwithftanding, and. by Seftion IX. © That every 


* ſuch Ap 
* Succeflors, &c. ſhall be finally bare by the 


© Upper Houſe of Convocation. Dr. Burnet tells us, 
Part I. p. 126. That this Act paſyd while the Mat. 


ter of the King's Divorce was depending at Rome, 


and that the Parliament which made the Act began 


on the 4th of February, 1533. whereas the Seffion of 


Convocation mention d by Dr. Arterbury, was not 
till the 26th of March that ſame Fear. 

Dr. Atterbury, p. 399. ſays, © The only Inſtarce 
in Henry VIllth's: Time, that ſeems to contradict 
©the Convocation's acting without the King's 
© Commiſſion, is that about the Divorce of Ame 01 
. Cleve, which they cou'd not take Cognizance of, 
tile er'd bh: the King's Commiſſion; -: The 
Reaſons gives for it are, (1.) © That they coud 

not do it otherwiſe, without being Guilty of High: 


* Treaſon, or at leaſt Miſpriſion of Treaſon. The 


attempting any Thing by Word or Deed, againſt 
; „this Marriage of the King with Anne of Cleve, be- 
"ing fo by the Laus of the Realm; for which he 


refers to the laſt Clauſe of on. 25, 32. of ny 


But this is a groſs Miftake, either in the Doftor N 
ar Ruſt al, for the Clauſe of that Alt, as we have it 
in the Editions of the Statutes, both in donc, and 


— — 


1706, is expreſſed thus, | 
. N ny © The 


peal concerning the King; his Heirs and 
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© The Marriage ſolemniz'd between the King, 
© and the Lady Anne of Cleve, by the judgment of 
the Clergy of England in their Convocation, is ad- 
© judg'd, and pronounced to be Void, and alſo by 
© .her own Conſent; and the King ſhall be at Liber. 
© ty to marry any other Woman, and ſhe any other 
© Man. It ſhall be High Treaſon, by Writing, 
Word or Deed,” to accept, take, judge or believe, 
© the faid Marriage to be Good, or to procure, or 
do any Thing to the Repeal of this Ax. 

- Tis alſo to be obſerv'd, That there's no mention 
in the King's Commiſſion to the Convocation, of 
his freeing them from the Danger of any Law, ſor 
treating about this Matter, nor was there any Cauſe 
of their being afraid, whatever private Perſons who 
had writ or ſpoke againſt the Marriage _ before 
it was diſown'd,” might have been; for Dr. Burna, 
Part I. p. 280. fays, That both the King and Parli. 
ament deſir'd the Matter might be try'd in Convoca- 
tion, which they cou d not but know, and by Conſe- 

uence, that no. Body wou'd proſecute them for it. 80 
that this Inſtance affords nothing to prove, that they 
cou d proceed in other Caſes, without the King's Com- 
miſſion; fince, as we have heard already, they al- 
ways had it when they met, from the Mouth of their 
Breſident or Vicar-General, if not in Writing; nor is 
the Doctor able to prove, that they had it not 1 
the latter way. Beſides, they had a Precedent, for 
the Can vocation had before this declard the King's 
Marriage with Catharize of | Spain unlawful, Buyer, 
Part L p. 128. And upon that, Arch-Biſhop Crav 
mer did partly found his Sentence of Divorce, ih Cl 
lat uf Records, p. 120o0GtVMͤ !. 
Tis alſo ſtrange, that Doctor A. hou'd ay in the 
Margin of p. 0. The Clergy are faid in the lv. 
ſtrument, to be Congregati & Cu, yirtute Com 

2a by / 7 | miſſ.ons, 


8 


© miſſionss, &e. But there is no formal ment ion of their 
© Treating in Virtue of it. When it appedrs by: the 
Commiſſion, to which he refers in Dr. Berner Hi 
ſtory, Part I. Coll. of Rec. p. 198. That the King 
tells chem, He calꝰd them for that very Purpoſe 
© that they ſhou'd examine into the Trutſi o 
* this Bufineſs, and that having God a lone before their + 
Eyes, they ſhou'd in Writing give him an Ae. 
© count, what they found to be True, Juſt, Honeft | 
© and Holy, and what they defin'd to be Lawful, 
dy common Conſent. 036: 2wkis 071 
And they themſelves ſay, that in every Thin 
n follow'd the Tenour and Effect of his Com- 
ſton. N Aar 3:8 Fan 
The Doctor's ſecond Reaſon for their inſiſting 
won a Commiſſion is, that it wasa National Aflem- 
bly of the whole Clergy of both Provinces ; I can't 
perceive the Force of this Reaſon; for one wdu'd 
think it more allowable to reſtrain a Provincial, than 
a National Synod by a Commiſſion, n. 
Beſides, Fuller in his Recleſiaſtical Hiſtory; Bib. 
V. p. 199: ſays, That when the Supremacy was 
bdgd in the King, he kept in himſelf the Power to 
Call and Diſſolve Convocations at Pleaſure, and to 
Grant or Deny them Commiſſion to debate of Reli- 
son; and fince that Author tells us, That he had 
the peruſal of the Records of Canterbury, one can't 
The ſame Pet ſon tells us, That in 1540. the 
' King allow d the Convocation Liberty to treat of 
Matters in Religion, to peruſe the Canons de Simo- 
nia vit and a, i. e. for avoiding Simony, with '04 
ther Ezclefiaſtical Conſtitutions, to continue the 
' good Ones; and make nem Ones as the Time re- 
" quired. / This is a ſtrong Proof, that they cou'd 
ut legally have done this without the King's Allow. 


F 2 ance, 


- 


"If © of Convocation devis d 
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ance; and he obſerves p. 208. © That in the Convo- 
© cation held 1536. the Inſtrument of Divorce be. 
© twixt the King and Anna Bullen was no ſooner pre. 
© ſented, but all ſubſcrib'd it, and that they pte- 
© ſently paſs'd every Thing that was propounded in 
© the King's Name; which he aſcribes to the Ope. 
ration of the Purge of a Premunire, ſo lately taken 
by the Clergy, and the round Sums they had paid 
upon it. eie. 190003 
7 — Wale in his Authority of Chriftian Princes; p, 
112. argues from the Convocation-Writ, That the 
Eing reſerves to himſelf to declare to the Convo- 
© cation, what they are to treat upon, ſo chat when 
© they are met, they are to expect his ſpecial Dire» 
© Aion, and not ramble after their own Fancy, on 
© any Matter within the general Compaſs of the 
© Writ, whithout his Warrant. 
Dr. Burnet, ut ſupra, p. 214. tells us, That, fe. 
c veral Articles were brought into the Upper Houſe 
by the King himſelf, and 
5 p. 217. the King order'd the Diverſity of Opinions 
© about Articles of Faith and Ceremomes to be ea 
* min'd in Convocation, and then, after apptoving 
©: the Articles agreed on, he order'd them ta be pub 
© lifſh'd by his own Authority; and p. 245. The King 
; 2 another Convocation, to explain thoſe Ar. 
© ticles. | 70% „ To e 
Dr. Burnet likewiſe obſerves, . 223. * That the 
© King publiſh'd Injunctions about Religion in 1 536. 
©, which was the firſt Act of his pure Supremacy, for 
© in all that went before, he had the Concurrenceof 
©. the two Convocations. dnn 
He alſo publiſh'd new Injunctions in 1338. la 
1540. he appointed a ſelect Number, by a Commiſ 
ſion confirm d in Parliament, to dra up a Declara- 
tion of the Chriſtian Doctrine, ſor the neceſſary 
a Erudition 
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Erudition of a Chriſtian Man, and that ſame Year he 
i ppointed ſome Biſhops to examine the Rites and 
ceremonies of the Church. -*- - 544 40 
4 In 1542. the Biſhops and others complain d of 
n | Tjndef's Engliſh Tranſlation of the Bible, and wou'd 
n 


(45) | 


in have ſuppreſs'd it under a Notion of making ano» { 
n I ther Tranſlation, and keeping in abundance of Latin = 
4 Words; eſpecially, ſuch as being in Engliſh, diſco» 7 
Wl verd che falſe Dottrines of the Church'of 'Rome : 3 
„hat the King wou d not allow it; and Arch Biſhop | 
» I Crarner told them, It was his Majeſty's Pleaſure, Z 
0- WI that the Tranſlation ſhou'd be examin'd by the two 1 
in © Univerſities: Moſt of the Biſhops proteſted againſt f 
e- Ml this; but Cranmer told them, that he would ſtick | 
ON cloſe to the Will of the King, Bis Maſter; and the = 
he MW Convocation was ſoon after difſolv'd. 1 ; 
| Page 368. Dr. Burnet tells us, That he ſa King Ms ; = 
ſe. WM Henry's Original Letters, directingi the Biſhops how 9 
e to proceed in a Reformation, wherein he challeng'd | 
nd che Clergy as guilty of great Indiſcretions, that the 
ns Wl late Rebellion had been occaſion'd by them; and there- 
u. WI fore requir'd the Biſhops to take Care, that the Arti- 
ing cles formerly:publiſh'd, ſhou'd be exactly obey d, and 
ub- to go over their Dioceſſes in Perſon, and preach O- 
ing bedience to the Laws, &c. One of theſe Letters 
*. Dr. Burner Exhibits in the Collection of Records, p. 
360. by which it appears, that the King charg d the 
the Biſhops to preach God's Word ſincerely, to declare 
36. Abuſes plainly, and in no wiſe contentzouſly to treat 
for of Matters indifferent, which be not neceſſary to Salus- 
of Wl den, The King alſo takes notice, That he himſelf 
lad been conſtrainꝰd by their Neglect to copceive cer- 1 
la tain Articles, that were agreed on by the Biſhops 9 
ni, ind whole Clergy in Conyocation ; which he had ll 
ca ¶ order'd to be ſet forth; but finding them ſtill con- 
ry temned and negletted, he commanded che Biſhops. 
ie; 1 to 


(46) 
to read the Articles in their Cathedrals, or other 
Churches, where they ſhou'd be for-the time; and 
order d them to ſee that their Clergy ſhou'd avoid 
Contention about indifferent Ceremonies. This Lee. 
ter is dated, Nyv.19. in the 28th of his Reigh, 
which was An. Dom. 1537. 

Dr. Burnet, Vol. III. p. 159. ſays, Arch Biſbo 
Cranmer brought a Meſſage from the King in 1 5 t, 
That the Convocation ſhou'd conſult about reform. 
I 2 and 2 them ſome —— to exa. 
mine, p. 164. he ſays, An Engliſh Litany, with 
ether Devotions, was publiſh'd — King's Auths. 
and one of the Prayers was, That they might 


Rome, and all his deteſtable Enormities, 


._ 


Rega why the Popiſh Clergy. concurs'd, is 
. 80ers, w_ 


Shall conclude the Account, of what Power King 
Henry VIII. exercis'd over Convocatlons, and in 
Eccleſiaſtical Matters, with ſome judicious Obſer- 
vations made by Bacon on this Head, Parr II. from 
p. 207, to 217. 15 2¹ 1 > 

The Clergy finding that they were not able 00 
preſerve the Pope's Supremacy any longer, and find. 
ing that the Parliament fteer'd quite wide from the 
Roman Shore; they thought it ſafer to truſt the King 
than them. Therefore Sreph. Gardimey, — 5 come 
from an Bmbaſſy abfond, cunningly ſuggeſted to Mii 
Majefty, that — wn were not ſo much 
eftranged from him, for his departure from the Pope; 
as for ſime Apprehenfion they had of 1 


from 


view : 
be delivered from the Tyranny of the | Biſhop of 


| 


28 
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bon that way of Religion and Worſnip, which they 
| apprehend every Chriſtian ought to maintain 3 there 
fore, if be meant to gain à better Correfj | 
with thoſe Princes, he muſt engage more reſolvedly 
ea the Fundamentals of the —— tho' he ſhook 
off ſome lighter Ceremonies with the Namiſh Supre 
macy 3 for he knew, that they were willing enough 
of the latter, tho? the other could not go down with 
them. 5 7. 03 28 | | ; Tm 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, they came into the 
At of the 24th of that Reign, Cap. 12. againſt Ap« 
peals ts Rowe, to the 26th Cap, for making the King 
ſupreme Head of the Church, 11 Power 
to viſit, reform, correct, and repreſs | Brrorsg 
ad Herefies, &c./ as by any fpiritual Authority, or 
juriſdiftion might lawfully be reform'd, &. tothe 
18th Cap. 10, making it a Premunire to aſſert the 
_ Authority, and High-Treafon in every Church 
Lay-Officer to refuſe to abjure it. To the 35th 

6. Nc. 3. making it Treaſon to Imagine, or Atterapt 
Is deprive the King or his Heirs, of the Title of 
ſupreme Head of the Church of England and treland, 
&c. To the 32d Cap. 26. obliging the People to 
beliete, obey, and perform all Decrees and Ordis 


hel, and not contrary to the Laus that-ſhould, by 


hops, &c. of his Appointment in Matters of Rel 
gion and Faith, and the lawful 'Rites and Ceremo- 
mes of the fame. . * 14 5. >. 
This was a greater Power, or at leaſt as much as 
ins ever aſetibd to a Pope, or General Council. + 


nances according to God's Word, and Chriſt's Go- 


King's Advice, and Confirmation by his Letters 
Patents, . be made, and ordain'd by the Arch-Bi-. 


* by Letters Patents, after their Age of Twenty 


Lady Mary, or of any other they could prevail up- 


Biſhop Cramer told them, That it was with the 
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' Power depended more upon the Fudgment of Kings, than" I} |; 
en the Debates and Reſults of Parliament. - This they 


knew would go down exceeding well with Kings, 
eſpecially, with ſuch an All- ſuſſicient Prince as Her- 
ry VIII. conceived himſelf to be, upon which they 
went into the 28th of that Reign, Cap. 17. enabling 
ſuch as the King ſhould appoint to be his Succeſlors, 
as ſhall be under the Age of Twenty Four Lean, 
when Laws by them are made, to annul the ſame 


P 
I 


Four. n Ae er cn 30-4 
This they did with a View to the Succeſſion of 


on: And thus they barter'd the Pope's Supremacy, 
and the Liberties of the Nation, with the "of 
reſerving their own idolatrous Religion and Wor- 
ſhip ; but God defeated them by the Succeflion'of 
Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth, who repeald ſuch 
of thoſe Laws, as bore hardeſt upon our Religion 
and Liberty, 1 Fi en W j 


oA Brief View of the Power our | Princes haue 
- exercis'd in limiting Convocations, ſiuce Hen- 
ry tbe Vlllth's Time. 7 
R. Burnet telk us, That in the Convocati- 
on held the firſt Year of Edward VI. Arch- 


King's, and the Lords Conſent, that the Pre- 
lates and Clergy ſhou'd conſult. together about ſet- 
tling the Chriſtian Religion right, and delivering it 
tothe People. This was at the opening of the Con- 
vocation ; after which the Lower Houſe appointed 
ſome of their Number to know, If the 2 


ene dad don RC 


| 
— 


= 
* 
- * * 


080 bat: 


ad sbeund liidenuinzey er Inmnanity (us it i er- 


pred In the Minutes bor chem ta fret about Re | 


gion.“ 98 I gu 21 maNTET 10. 991i: 


This is à Proof ttt they: verb in Misha of —Y 


unit, IÞthey:wonticontrary to dhe A bf Submiſſi- 
on in Hey © 
look d upon themfelves d have no fakes: to malce 
Canons, hut even ty tteat of any Thing about Reli- 
gion without: che Ritig's — Vet we are 
not td ſuppoſe, that dhey mod this Queſtion, ſo 
much out af Roſpett to the Law, as put or Hatred to 
— — for Dr. Burner, Fase II. 5. 47. fays, 

the Popiſt Patty was {6 prevalent in both Houſes Gf 
Convocafion;' G had no Ropes of dein 
any” Thing wien them. They Hkewife ſufficient! 
hew'd their Tempet, by ing, ameng ocher 
Things, chat the inferior Clergy might be re admie- 
— —— Sr; e Ch 
conderning Rel on night aſs without t e 8 
Aſſent, Which was Hot a — to; for this wou'd 
have: bees indeed £6 have Br the Clergy! in- the Lap 
both of King and Parliament. 

P. 210. The Doctor ſays, the Articles of Religion 
ene path d in Conantion; ber Puli d by the 
King — We find no mere of Convociti. 
ens in this Reign, nor ate we to wonder at it, mee 
the Majoridyof em was Papiſto. Therefore the Re. 
22 Nn 65 tte King's Injunktions, 
Viſieations/ und Akts of Pafliatent. 

Wer es Fhxubeth came to the Crown, it 
ud em ſhe had nf Option of Convoenticn:, ſo 
that fis carry*d on the'Reformtioh by Acts of bar- 
lametit und Anjαnrhsé Dr. Berner Cells us, Vol. II. 
1.389% ghd ſent ta che. (Clergy ir Cenepestion, and 
forbac tim on pain en Fre mir to make any Ca- 
"a And by ——_—_ Reign, ech. 1. already 

4 men- 


VIltt's'Time, andCthat they nor only 
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mentionꝰd, they were not allow id to judge or deter 
mine any Thing to be Hereſy, but with Concur. 
rence of Parliament. The Papiſts were at this 
Time ſo inſolent, that the Lower Houſe made an 
Addreſs to the Upper to be by them preſented to 
the Queen for the Diſcharge of their Conſciences; as 
they pretended, wherein they aſſerted 5 of the prin. 
cipal Articles of Popery, which was not yet/abolifk'd 
by Law. One of the Articles was, That abe Power of 
treating about Doctrine, the-Sacraments, and; the Order 
Divine Worſhip, belong d any to the Paſtors: ef tbe 
Church ; but that was not ſigned by the 2 Univexſities, 
tho the other 4 were. This being in the beginning 
of ber Reign, ſhe did not take the Advantage of the 
Premunire againſt ſhaw, for the — 2 proceed 
mildly, and to gain the Fopiſn Party b ceſſioni 
—— as 2 aud beſides, the intended thei 
to have a publick Conference betwixt the. Proteſtant 
and Papiſts in, Wij infor: lis which was: after. 
wards unfairly broke off by the Papiſts, and 2 of 
their Biſhops. were ſent to che Tower for thredtning 
to excommunicate her and her Council. Dr. Burner, 
Pare Il. ate nut nol olt ie 

She afterwards iſſued Injunctions, and ſet up the 
firſt High Commiſſion, many of whom were Lay 
men, to carry on the Reformation, and to proceed 
by Eccleſiaſtick Cenſures, as the Caſe requir d, hich 
brought moſt of the Popiſh Clergy to ſubmit. cm" 
Ide Doctor, Vel. III. 5. 301. A ays, that in 1581. 
ſhe call'd a Convocation, when Arch - Biſhop Hur ler, 
their Preſident, told them they had now an Oppor- 
tunity to reform all Things in the Church; that the 
Queen, and many of the Nobility, did earneſtly de- 
fire it; and after they hadi choſen their Prolocutor, 
he exhorted them to conſider. againſt, next: Seſſion 
what Things wanted a Reformation. __ 
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The Doctor, p. 30 Tf. takes notice that in the Articles 
of Religions the enꝑpreſã Declaration: made in King 
Edward Vich's Time againſt the: Corpareal Preſence o 
Chriſt+u the; Sacrarientg was) left out; with a Regard to 
Papifts and'Lutherans, . Con junſi ion with the latter 
being much endeavour d by ſome j but he is not car - 
tun v hethet theſe: Worts were ſuppreſi d by conſenit 
of the Convocation,/:or if the Queen order d it ta h 
done, eithet hy a ditect Command, dr by denying to: | 
giye her Aſſent to that part of the Article. n | 
But however that be, it appears, that th ſcanty; 
Majority of the Corvocation, was:more ſtiff agaiuſt: = 
their Brethren who ſtrupled famething in the Comy 
non-Prayer-Book, rc. for be: gives an Account 
from the Journals, unt en the 130% February, 15 5 
there were warm Debates in the Lower Houſe wpoty 
the 6 following Articles propas'd,. « That all Holy 
Days, except Sundays, and the Feaſts:that related 
to Chriſt, ſhould be; abrogated; 2. That in the 
Common: Prayer the:Muizſter:ſhauld always turn his 
Face towards he Beqple, ſo as tobe beard by them, 
that they might be ediß d. 3. That the Ceremony 
of the Croſs in Baptiſm may be omitted, as tending 
to Superſtition. 4. That foraſmuch as divers Com- 
municants were not able to kneel during the Time of 
the Communion, for Age, Sickneſs, and other In · 
irmities.3 and ſome alſo do 2 both kneel 
id knock ʒ that the Order of Kneeling may be left 
to the Diſoretion of the Ordinary within his juriſdie: 
tion. F. That: it be | ſufficient for the Miuiſſer in 
Time of ſaying: Divine Service, and miniſtring the 


K A. Kr re 


Kerne e 


daerataente; to uſe a Surplice, and that no Minifter | | 
kay: Service, or / mihiſter the Sacraments, but in 2 | 
comely Garment or Habit, 6. That the Uſe; of ll 
Organs be remov' d. The Doctor obſerves, that the 1 
Senſe of the 5th is not clear, except we ſuppoſe the 11 
x . WS Word | 


— OY 


| ww KN 
Word ofce to have come aſter the Word Adrgiftty 
ſo that it was propos d, thut it mould be: ſufficient: 
onde to uſe the gurplirce. / Wan 
He adds there were 13 learned Men appointed to 


difpute the Matter, 4fter which 43 voted for che ro. 


poſitions, and 3 againſt them, and that no (ange 
ſhould be made in the Book of: Common rayet chen 
eſtabliſn d, but when the Proxies were coumed, clioſe 
for the Propoſitions were in all 8. and theſe againſt 
them 59; ſo that they were agrerdto by a Majority of. 
g of thoſe whowers preſent, add heard the Ii ſputa- 
tion, yet thoſe were out. vut d by a Majority of one 
Vere by the Proxy of an abſent perſon, p. 3021303. 
The farther Proxeedings of this Gonverationi. and 


the Oppoſition mad to a farther: Reſormarjonl! with | 


the ſuppreſſing ofithe Book of Diſtipline ꝓroffor ao 
herb, Ge. may be ſeen, 5. 0 t d 
There was lirtlè more done in Convobtiutp during 
this Reign, after they had ſettled che: Articles of 
Doctrine, but there are Petitions from ſeueral Con- 
vecations in Di. June, Parr Il. Colect. p. u oc: 


which if duly adverted to, are enough tomerermine 


the Controvorſy about the Power of dur Princes in k 
miting the Proceedings of thoſe Aſſemblies vc, ©: 
im the firſt? Petition, colectiom, 7. 118. which 

th Tenor appeais to habs been in Eduumu Ulti 


Time, they concluded with à Deſire xoknow whe- 


* 


ſpeak'tfeir Minds without Danger of Starure or Law. 
in the ſecond Petition, which appears alſoto have 
ber in the ſume Reign, they rake Notice of the 
gubmiſſion of the Clergy To King Henry VIII, and 
then fay, p. 119! . The faid Clergy being preſently 
F | affermmbled in Convocation by Authority of the 
„King's Writ, do deſire that the King's Majeſty's 
*'Ligenſe in Writing may be for them obtain d and 
N 8 granted, 


thet che Clergy of the Conbocation may liberal 
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granted, 1 Effect of the ſlid: Sta- f 
© rutes (meaning the 25th and\27th of Henry ulli.) 

© authorizing them to attempt, entreat, and com- 
© mune of ſuch Matters, and therein freely to give 
© their Conſents, which otherwiſe they may riot do 
upon Pain. and Peril Aer * ang the ker 
c mrünire. 1 13 N 
In the third: Paper, ial; 14 Papey el to 
Queen Blizabeth;- and afterwards te King James, con- F 
cerning The inferior Clergys being beagle to rhe ves of 
dummen. And underneath 'call'd; „h. 
+ Reaſons to inuduce ber Ma A this Den, eb 
Deatons; and ſomt other of gr ave and wiſe Clovgy, 
nay be 7 into the — Ztoufe of Parliament. 
They ſuy, Article I. © In former Times, when 
Cauſes Eecleſiaſtical were either not at all, or elſe- 
£ very rarely treated of in that Aſſembly, the Oler- 
gy were thought Men moſt meet to conſult and de- 
termine of the Civil Affairs ot this Realm. 
Article II. may Supreme: Authority in Chutch 
* Cauſes is not newly granted, but re- united atid te- 
: „ Kored to the Golz; and an Order is by Law al- 
ready eſtabliſi'd, bow all Abuſes in the Clutch | 
ate to be re formed, d as no Cauſe concerning Re- 
ligion may be handled in that Houſe without her | 
© Majefty 8 Pare Leave, but with the 1 Concemp ' 
peaching of her' Prero ative Royal, and Contempt 1 
asd Order. * 7 e | 
Article III. 1Fit ſhall”. pleaſe” Four Hi hnefs to 
' give way to this Toarſe, kane Church rs be 
© there debated; and in part concluded, — mich 
; more neceſſary is it now, than it way in Forrher | 
Times, that ſome of the Clergy Thou'd be there 
* preſent at the ſane? vo bb 
Article IV. It doth not upreür 4 id were 
: excluded, but as it was thought, either 900 . 
en 


of 


( 5 . 


< offended with ſome bf Fad did fo -graevqully: pu- 
d niſhthe whole Body!;z:or "li the Ambition of obe 
© of them meeting w jäh the ſubtlety of an undermi- 
ning Folinck, e enden this, [cauſeleſs Separa- 
tion. VET [13 51 :v179:! 516 use. > th 
Dr. Burnit, Culect. p. 1 20. m the following 
Remark upon this Article. © In the ſame; Paper 
* written over to be pteſented to: King Femes, this 
: © Article: i is thus vary d. It In thought the Clergy felling 
© into. #Premunire; and fo not in the King's. Protethion, 
© it did afterwards pleuſe the King to. — them, rr . 
no to reſtore them. So began this Separation n fr 
0 < forth. & can be callacted. Then the Wiſdom of 4 great hu Ml «- 
© (itician meating with the Amb ti on of as great. * 
© Wrought, the Continuance of the ſaid Stparation ,,q rider 
© thispretence, that it ſhou'd be moſt for- the Honazt\ ef 
a im — his Clergy to be ſtill by themſelves, and t 4. 
© ſemble 4 4 —— ht anſwerable in proportion: 70 che 
1 2 Houſes of | Parliament. The r ſays, thus; 

© with other incohſiderable Amendments, was — 
8 < by Biſhop | Raves 's own Hand. [won ton 21 eatur by * 
dy — to che Articles, They fay 5 Article Nl. 
9 Th the Clergy, and the Umverdties, be got the 
t worſt Members of this Commonwealth, yetz in that 
reſpect they are of an others in worſe, Gonditiqn; Fe 
* for in that Aſſembly every Shire has their Knigits, vr 
and every incorparate. Town their —— >; only U 
vl 

(0 
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© the Clergy and the Univerſities, are excluded. 
- Article VII. To (ſay, © The Wiſdom and; Juſtice | 
* of this Realm doth intend, that no:Subjeth ſhould If cn 
© be-baund to chat-Law,-whereunto he himſelf (afier I u 
© Sort) hath, not yielded. his Conſent, but, the 
8 1 and the,Univerſities-may,,now: be conclu- Pa 
ed by Law, without their 8 Wen * the 
« juſt Defence, Wu | their Privity, - Wa 
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Article XII. They ſay;-£ tfrhereafter God in Ju- 
4 ice! ſnou'd plague us 8 aur Sins, by taking a- 
r TG: the joy of dur Hearts, yet ho great! 
wou d it tend / to his Glory, tle Good bf this La 
5 — the Hondur of her Bleed Memory, if it ſhall 
pleaſe her Majeſty ta leave a Portion of Nene Clergy 
*.nterefted in that Houſe, where they may; 
© for the godly Government eftabliſh'd in her Days, 
*-againſt'all Innovations of Popery' or Puritamſin. 
—— XIII. In the mean Time (which God in 
— 1. — may de for many Generations) her 
ſhalt be ſure of a' number more in that AG 
a Foes that ever will be moſt ready to maintain 
het Prerogative, and to enact whatſoever may 
make moſt for her Hit ghneſy's Safety and Content- 
{ ment; as the Men chan: next under God's Goodiieſs 
o moſt depend upon ber princely Clemeriry: and 
protection. 
Il pafs over the, reft of the Articles, which: are IS 
in all, and ſhall-only obſerve, that the Clergęy in this 
paper do 3 ſeurriſduſiy upon the Houſe of 
— as imbaſed by Youths, ferving Men, and 
Out-laws,” re: dad injuriouſly crept into it. | That 
ſome: of the Members were haſty and heady ;- that 
many Motions were made, and eagerly low'd, 
prejudicial to the State and Being of the Clergy and 
Univerſities, and that the Contempt of the Clergy, 
whole Reputation and Credit was generally — 
to great Contumely abroad in the Land, and. 
cularly in the Houſe of Commons, was n he 
my to Atheiſm and all Prophaneneſs, . 

Any one may obſerve, that: che Framers: af; this 
paper, were exactly of the ſume Spirit, and þroach'd 
the fame Cant of Atheiſm and Pr —— ww thoſe 
all'd Highflyers do now, oy all who oppoſe the 
extravagnt Power which they arrogate to the Church, 
01 It 
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 Itwere'eafy to ſhæw from Hiſtory, and particu- 
larly from DE 's Journal, whac!h juſt Rea ſon the 
Commons had i in Queen Elizabeth's Tims to roflect 
on the Ambition)” Ignorance, and vicious Lives of 
too many of the C But I leave chat ab not ſo 
proper to the Subject in Hand, und ſhall only niake 
ſome Remarks on the Petitions and the Paper 2bove- 
mentiomd. o 101 ? 

By the 2 ßetitiom that were vrefantbds in Edward 
Vith's Time, jt is evident that the Cletgy in Oohvd- 
cation were of Opinion, that they cou'd not com. 
mune of Matters of Religion without the King's Li. 
cenſe in Writing obtain d, notwithſtanding ehe Writ 
of Summons, on pain of incurring” a Præmumt; 
which being ſo ſoon after their Submiſſion to Hen 
VIII. is a plain Proof that they well underſtood the 
25th of his Neign, cap. 1 9. 4 d quite otherwiſe then 


our High-flyers do now: 


In che next place tis obſervable," That the: Cer 
5 in thoſe Convorations copy d exattly after theit 


Poepiſb Predeceſſors, and preſs d hard for Admiffn 


— Parliament, that they might determine of Ci 
vil Affairs; ſo that like the Church of Rome, they 
were fat graſping St. Paul's Sword, as well as. &. 
Peters Keys; or as: tis more commonly expreſid, 
for . N as r as the ro 
* 


ow — ade a hey wo Sen, 
have their own: obo N 
ned 
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From hence it is, that they aſſort the Supremacy 


"a. 


of the Crown in Church, Cauſes, not to be newly 
granted but reftor'd; and at the ſame time alledge, 
That the Houſe of Commons did manifeſtly Im- 
peach the Prerogative Royal, and contemn the 
Queen's. Order, by meddling with Matters of Reli- 
gion without Her Majeſty's leave. 7 

Very modeſt Men! They wou'd aſſume to them- 
ſelves the Power of determining Civil Matters, but 
wou'd not allow the Parliament to meddle with Re- 


ligion. However it appears, by the rejecting of their 


Petitions.and Paper, that our Sovereigns and Parlia- 


' ments, were wiſer than to take the Clergy into their 


Laps, which they knew to have been the very Me- 
thod,. by which the Church of Rome had made Slaves 
of all Chriſtendom, and took upon her the Power to 


make Merchandize of Crowns, as well as of the Souls 
and Bodies of Subjects. : | | 


The Seventh Article of this Paper contains, how- 


ever a very honeſt and juſt Contefſion, which one 
wou d wonder ſhou'd have drop'd from the Pens of 
High-Church Men, -viz. That no Subject ſhou'd be 
bound to that Law, whereunto he himſelf after a ſort 


lud not yielded his Conſent. How is it poſſible to re- 


concile this with the firſt Article of their Paper, 
which ſeems to plead, that Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical ſhou'd 
be treated only by the Clergy? Is it not as. reaſpnable, 
that the Laity ſhou'd haye their Conſent, as to what 


they are to believe and practice in Matters of Reli- 


gion, without being determin'd otherwiſe by the 


Canons. of the Church, as it is for the Clergy, not 


to be bound to the Laws of the State without, their 
own Conſent ? Vile Partiality ! We need no other 


Reaſon but this, from their own Mouths, to ſhew, 


why ſo_miny of the Clergy in Queen Elizabeth's 


Reign were generally coritemn'd in the Nation, and 


particularly in Parliament. 8 In 


£453). 


In the mean Time, we may juſtly argue from 
this Conceſſion of the Clergy in their Seventh Ar- 
ticle, that tis an Invaſion upon the Rights of Mans 
kind, to be determin'd by the Canons of the Church, 
until they be ratify'd by Parliament; and this de 
find to have been the Principle of Henry VIII. tho 
fond of Arbitrary Power, that he would make no 
common Alteration in Religion, without the Aſſent 
of the Convocation, and Conſent of Parliament, as 
above-mention'd, It has been made appear already, 
that King Henry VIII. King Edward VI. and Queen 
Elizabeth made more Uſe of their Parliaments to 
ſettle Religion, than of their Convocations; which 
Mews, how little they thought theſe Aſſemblies a- 
* dapted to reform Abuſes in the Church. And it 
were to be wilh'd, their Succeſſors had found 'em 

of a better Temper, © | 1 
This we may juſtly ſuppoſe to have been the Rea- 
ſon, why in the Act of Uniformity, the firft of Her 
Reign, Cap. 11. the Parliament impower'd the Queen 
with the Advice of Commiſſioners, or of the Metro- 
politan, whom they cou'd call to Account, to or- 
dain, and publiſh ſuch farther Ceremonies and Rites, 
as might be for the Advancement of God's Glory, 
the edifying of his Church, and the due Reverence 
of Chriſt's Holy Myfteries and Sacraments, and that 
they likewiſe empower'd Her by Cap. 1. to appoint 
Commiſſioners, by Her Letters Patents, to exe- 
cute any juriſdiction, Power or Authority, Spiritu- 
al, or to reform any Errors, Hereſies, Schiſms, &«. 
as already mention'd, . There's no doubt, that the 
High-Clergy and their Adherents concurr'd in thoſe 
Acts, as thinking it more ſafe to truſt the Queen 
than the Parliament, whom they. did fo much Re- 
proach in their Paper, and the Parliament thought 
it alſo more proper to truſt the Queen than the Cler- 
| ol oy, 
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, tho' by the Exerciſe of Her Supremacy, She. 
94 not always pleaſe the Lords and me but. 
m made uſe of it to hinder a Reformation of the Abu- 
r- ſes in the Church, that oy ſo loudly complain'd 
n- IF of; for which ſhe impriſon'd, and otherwiſe feveres. 
h, h us'd ſeveral of the Houſe of Commons: But this 
ve Stiffneſs is aſcrib'd more to the Influence of Arch- 
w Wl Bilhop Whiegift, and others of his Principles about | 
no Her, than to Her own natural Temper, as may be | 
nt ſeen at large in D*Ewes's Journal. | 
as We come next to the Reign of King James I. | 
ly, MW Tis evident, That the Convocation of 1603. did 
en rot enter upon making their Canons, as appears hy 
to che Book it ſelf; till they were empower'd to do fo 
ch by his Letters Patents of April 12. and of June 25, 
a- chat Year, wherein he gave them full, free, and 
it lf! Liberty, Licence, Power, and Authority, to con- 
em r, treat, debate, conſider, conſult, and agree of, and 
won ſuch Canons, Orders, Ordinances and Conſtitutiont. 
e2- Wl they ſhou'd think neceſſary, fit and convenient for 
ler I the Honour and Service of Almighty God, and Qui- 
een et of the Church, and when they had prepar'd thoſe 
ro- Canons, &c. to the End and Purpoſes by us limited 
or- ¶ ud preſcrib'd unto them (which are his own Words) 
tes, Mud have thereupon offer'd and preſented the ang 
ty, uto us, moſt humbly deſiring us to give our Roya 
nce Aſſent unto the ſaid Canons, & c. according to the 
hat WW Form of the Statute made in that behalf, in 1 25th 
int I Lear of King Henry VIII. and by our ſaid Prerogative | 
xe- WRoyal, and ſupreme Authority in Cauſes Ecclefiaſti, | 
tu- Wal, to ratifie by our Letters, Patents, under our | 
e. Noreat Seal of England, and to confirm the ſame, the 
the Title and Tenor of em being Word for Word as 
ole Menſueth — © We of our Princely Inclination, &c. 
een W* having diligently read and conſider'd all theſe 
Re- their aid Canons — have therefore for us, &c, of 
a . | our 


% 


ä 
: our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge and meer 

Motion, given our Royal Aſſent, according tothe 
Form of the ſaid Statute aforeſaid, | 5 
From this it is evident, That he limited and pre- 
{crib'd to the Convocation, by his Letters Patents, 
what they ſhou'd att in this Matter, and we hear 
no more of any Convocations in his Reign, he ha. 
ving taken all other Matters under his own Care; as 
is obſery'd by the late Biſhop of Sarum in his Refle- 
ctions on Dr. Atterbury's Book, concerning the Rights 
of an Engliſh Convocation, p. 15. The Biſhop ob- 
ſerves, ibid. That King Charles I. follow'd the ſame 
Method till 1640. which brings us to the Conyoca- 


tion then, to whom he gave Commiſſion in Subſtance 


thus. 


1. Charles, by the Grace of God, &c. to all whom 
theſe Preſents ſhall come to, Greeting. Whereas, in 
and by one Act of Parliament made at Weſtminſter in 
the 25th Year of the Reign of King Henry VIII. re. 
citing, that whereas the King's Humble and Obedient 
Subjects the Clergy, &c. 

2. Know ye, that we, for divers urgent and 
weighty Cauſes and Conſiderations, us thereunto 
eſpecially moving, of our eſpecial Grace, certain 
Knowledge, and meer Motion, have by Virtue of 
pur Prerogative Royal, and Supreme Authority in Cauſe 
Eccleſiaſtical, given and' granted, and by theſe Pre- 
ſents do give and grant, full, free, and lawful Li- 
berty, Licenſe, Power, and Authority, unto the moſt 
Reverend Father in God, Milliam Lord Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury, Primate of all England, and Metropo- 
Jitan, Preſident of this preſent Convocation for the 
Province of Canterbury, during this preſent Parlia- 
ment now aſſembled, and to the reſt of the Biſhops 
of the tame Province, and all Deans of Cathedral; 

hucches, Arch-Deagons, Chapters and Colleges 

, 8 „„ . 
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and the whole Clergy of every ſeveral Dioceſs wich- 
in the ſaid Province; that they, &c. and may, 


from Time to Time, during the preſent Parliament, 
propoſe, confer, treat, debate, conſider, conſult, 


and agree upon the Expoſition or Alteration of /any 


Canon, or Canons now in foree, and of, and upon 
any ſuch other new Canons, Orders, Ordinances, 


and Conftitutions ; as they, &c. ſhall think neceſlary, 


fit and convenient, for the Honour and Service of 
Almighty God, the good and quiet of the Church, 
and the. better Government thereof, to be from Time 
to Time, obſerv'd, perform'd, fulfilld, and kept, 
Cc. And further, to confer, debate, treat, confi- 
der, conſult, and agree of, and upon ſuch other 
Points, Matters, Cauſes, and Things, as we from 


Time to Time ſhall deliver, or cauſe to be deliverd unto 


the ſaid Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury ; Preſident 
of the ſaid Convocation, .under our Sign Manual or 
Privy Signet, to be debated, conſider'd, conſulted 
and concluded upon; the ſaid Statute or any other 
Statutes, Acts of Parliament, Proclamations, Provi- 
fon or Reſtraint heretofore had, made, provided, 
or ſer forth, or any other Cauſe, Matter or Thing 
whatſoever, to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

3- And we do alſo, by theſe Preſents, give and grant 
unto the ſaid Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Preſi- 
dent of the ſaid Convocation, & c. all, and every the 
ſaid Canons, Orders, Ordinances, Conſtitutions, Mat- 


ters, Cauſes and Things, ſo by them from Time to , 


Time conferr'd, treated, debated, conſider'd, con- 
ſulted and agreed upon, ſhall and may ſet down in 
Writing, in ſuch Forms as heretofore hath been ac- 
cuſtomed; and the ſame ſo ſet down in Writing, to 
exhibit and deliver, and cauſe to be exhibited and 
delivered unto us, to the end that we, upon mature 
Conſideration by us to be taken thereupon, —_ al. 

ow 
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low, approve, confirm, and ratiſie; or otherwiſe 
Diſallow, annihilate, and make void ſuch, aud ſo my 
of the ſaid Canons, Orders, Ordinances and Conſtituti- 
ens, Matters, Cauſes and Things, or any of them, ſo to 
be by Force of theſe Preſents conſider'd, conſulted, 
and agreed upon, as we ſhall think fit, requiſite and 
convenient. WE 

4. Provided always, That the ſaid Canons, Orders, 
Ordinances, Conſtitutions, Matters and Things, or 
any of them ſo to be conſider'd, conſulted, and a- 
greed upon, as aforeſaid, be not contrary, or repug- 
zazt to the Liturgy eftabliſh'd, or the Rubricks in 
it; or the 39 Articles, or any Doctrine, Orders and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, already eſta- 


-bliſh'd. | 


5. Provided alſo, And our expreſs Will and Plea. 
fure, and Commandment is, That the ſaid, Canons, 
Orders, Ordinances, Conſtitutions, Matters, Cau- 
ſes and Things, or any of them, ſo to be by Force 
of theſe Preſents conſider'd, conſulted or agreed u 
on, ſhall not be of any Force, Effect or Validity in the 
Law, but only ſuch, and ſo many of them, and af- 
ter fuch Time, as we by our Letters Patents, under 
our Great Seal of England, ſhall allow, approve and 
confirm the ſame ;, any thing before in theſe Preſents 
contain'd to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding, 
In Witneſs whereof, we have caus'd theſe our Let- 
ters to be made Patents; Witneſs our Self at Weſt 
minſter, the 15th Day of April, in the 16th Year of 


our Reign. Per ipſum Regem, Willis. 


Theſe are Preſcriptions and Limitations with a 
Witneſs, ſo that this King whom the High - Party 
do not'only admire, but in a Manner adore, for his 
Friendſhip to the Church, was far from thinking, 
that the Convocation had a Right to go, or reſolve 
upon any Thing as they pleas'd. 85 
wa GOT” But 
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But notwithſtanding theſe Limitations, this Con- 
yocation broke in upon the Prerogative ot the Crown, 
and the Liberties of the Subject, as much as any Con- 
vocation had done in the Time of Popery. This was 
ſet forth to the Life in the Parliament of 1640. by 
„ r. Bagſhaw in his Argments concerning the Canons 
rand the Premunirs, wherein among other Things he 
- I quotes Kelways's Report, p. 182. to prove, that the 
7- I judges, and a Committee of Parliament, in He 
n IN Viich's time, did refolve upon the famous Caſe 0 
d Wl Hirſey and Hunne, that no Ecclefiaſtical Laws did 
2- Wl bind the People, but what they aſſented unto. 

S Ruſhworth, Part{[IT, Vol. I. p. 235. ſays, the Houſe 
of Commons order'd a Bill for puniſhmg and finin; 
s, che Members of the Convocation, of which he gives 
u- Is there a Liſt, Arch-Biſhop Laud was fin'd' in 
co 20000 J. and the reſt of the Biſhops from 10000 J. 
p- WW to 1000 J. a piece, ſo that the Fines upon them, 
be 
* 
er 
nd 


Nn 


and the Inferiour Clergy in Convocation, amounte 
to 130800 J. 0 
Page 112. of the ſame Volume, he gives us a 

Account of the following Reſolves by the Commons, 

its occaſion'd by theſe Canons, 1. That the Clengy of 
England, conveen'd in a Convocation or Synod, or 
otherwiſe, have no Power to make any Conftituti- 
ons, Canons, or Act whatſoever, in Matter of Do- 
trine, Diſcipline, or otherwiſe, to bind the Clergy 
or Laity, without common Conſent in Parliament. 
2, That the Canons and Conftitutions Eccleſiaſtical 
treated-upon by the Arch-Biſhops of Canterbury-and 
York, md their Clergy, in their reſpective Provin. 
ces, and agreed upon-with the King's Majeſty's Li- 
cenſe in their ſoveral Synods, begun at Landen and 

Prk in 1640, do contain in them Matters contrary to 

the King's Prerogative, to the Fundamental Lawsand 
Natutes of the Realm, to the Rights of Parliament, 

; | 6 
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to the Property and Liberty of the Subjects, and Mat. 
ters tending to Sedition,and of dangerous Conſequence, 
3. That the Grants of the Benevolence or Contrib. 
tions to the King in thoſe Convocations are contrary 
to Law, and ought not to bind the Clergy« 
P. 100, He gives us the Speech of Sir Edu 
Deering, a Friend to Epiſcopacy (tho? he did not be. 
lieve it to be of Divine Right) againſt thoſe Canons, 
wherein he ſays, © Our Prelates from the pretended 
© Divinity of their Epiſcopacy, and the tempo 
© Power granted by our Princes, wou'd now obtrude 
© a new Canon Law upon us. - They charge. their 


Canons at us to the full, and never fearing that | 


they wou'd recoil back into a Parliament, have 
© ramm'd a prodigious, ungodly Oath into them, 
© (meaning the Oath Ex Officio.) > Wov'd 
© youconfute the Convocation? ſays he, they are a 
© Holy Synod. Wou'd you argue againſt the Synod? 
© why, they were Commiſſioners.  Wou'd you dif 
© pute the Commiſſion ? they mingle all Power to. 
© gether, and anſwer, that they were ſome. Fourth 
© Thing that we neither know nor imagine. 

have conferr'd with ſome of the Founders of 
their new Canons, but cou'd never yet meet with 
© any one of them who cou'd well anſwer me the fick 
© Queſtion in the Catechiſm, What's your Name! 
© The Sum of ſeveral Anſwers that I have receiv'd, 
amounts to this. They were a Conventional, Sy- 
nodical Aſſembly of Commiſſioners; indeed a 
© threefold Chimæra; a Monſter to our Law, a Cer- 
© berus to our Religion ——. I will take them in 
© the Capacity of their own affected Title of a Synod; 
© ſuch they bragg'd themſelves to be while they fate, 
* ſuch they ftild themſelves in the Title Page of 
| © theſe never to be Canoniz d Canons. The Words 
e are, — Canons treated upon in Convocations — 


« Agreed upon in Synod, 6 This | 
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© This treating in one Capacity, and agreeing in 
another, is a new Mould to caſt Canons in never 

us'd before; Canons bred in Convocation, born in 
; A Synod : Thus, altho? we had not. one good Fa- 
t ther, here are yet two Mothers to one i vour d. 
a Child, never known before, or imagin'd, but of 
, * Barchns, whom the Poet calls, among other Attri- 
ö butes. —— Solumq; Bimatrem . Election is, 

or ought to be, of the true Eſſe to a legitimate 
f Synod, but due Election is ſo much a Stranger tg 


t 
x 


i this Synod, that their Fatherhoods will confeſs that 


they were never truſted to this, Synod by any of 
; the Clergy or Laity. About 30 of them; 
' x1 gueſs, were choſen to the Convocation-Houſe 4 
that Choice will never render them a lawful Synod, 
* until they can prove Tranſubſtantiation, n 
| for the Rights of all the Electors u upon Expiratiort 
' of the Convocation-Houſe, return'd back to every 
* Man's Boſom from whence: they breath c. 
© Beſides, I do affirm, that the Electors to a Con- 
* yocation, and to a Synod, are not all one; the 
© Clergy only do, and of Right oughi to chuſe unto 
5 che Convocation-Houſe. T he Reaſon; we of the 
' Laity (as they call us) have our Houſe of Com- 
* mons, where our Truſtees, by Virtue of our Voices, 
© do ſit at the ſame Time; but i in the Choice unto a 
| , Synod, we who muft rw bound by the Determina- 
tions of the Synod, ought alſo to be intereſted in 
the Parties determining —— Then after pro- 
ving it was not a Synod, either Provincial or Nati- 


onal, and. that they were not once ſaluted with the 


imbitious Title of a Synod in the King's Letters Pa- 
tents, thoꝰ out of their own Pride — Preſumption 
they had aſſum d it 17 Times, and call'd themſelves 
the Sacred Synod; He faid , the Title Sacred 
you'd ſcarcely be granted them now, unleſs 2s che. 


+ Poet 
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Poet doth, —— Auri ſacri fame: : Thenhe 
proves, both from Proteſtant and Popiſh Divines, 
and from Gratian the Canonift, that the Laity ought 
to be preſent in Synods. He proves it likewiſe from 


the Greek and Latin Fathers, and then from the Serip- 


ture, Ack, 1.13, Oc. Afs6. v. 2, Oc. and Aft; 


15. v. 12, &c. After which he concludes, That it 
were to be wiſh'd, that every Member who voted 
theſe exorbitant Canons, ſhou'd come to the Bar of 
Parliament, with a Canon Book in his Hand; and un- 
leſs he can manifeſt that the Laity is no part of the 
Church, be oblig'd to abhor his own ill- begotten Iſſue, 
in ſuch Words as the Houfe ſhall think fit, or elſe 
be commanded to give Fire to his own Canon. 
Mr. Nathaniel Fiennes, in his Speech on the Ca. 
nons, faid © they contain d Things not only contrary 
to Law, but deſtructive of the very principal and 
*. fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, In the firſt 
© Canon they had aſſum' d a Parliamentary Power, 
© and taken upon them to define the Power of the 
* King, the Liberty of the Subject, and what Proper- 
* ty he hath in his Goods, and forbid all the Clergy 
© to ſpeak any other way of them than as they had 
© defined, They have dealt with us, ſays he, in 
© Divinity, as the Judges had done before in Law, 
© They frft took upon em to determine what did 
© not belong to them, but only to the Parliament, 
© and afterwards by their Judgment overthrew our 
© Property. juſt ſo have theſe Divines dealt with 
us, they tell us that Kings are an Ordinance of 
© God, of Divine Right, and founded 'in the prime 
© Laws of Nature, from whence it will follow, that 
* allother Forms of Government, as Ariftocracy, and 
© Democracy, are wicked Forms of Government, 
© contrary to the Ordinance of God, and prime Laws 
© of Nature, which is ſuch new Divinity, as ] ne- 
| ver 


I 
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© yer read but in this Book of Canons . What. 


they meant by this they expreſs afterwards in plain: 
Terms, for they ſay that all manner of Aids, Sub- 
* ſidies, and Taxes, are due unto Kings by the Law 
© of God and Nature, which if fo, they muſt be due, 
© tho? there be no Act of Parliament for em 

He obſerves, that in the ſame Canon, they have 
taken upon them to define what is Treaſon, beſides, 
what is determin'd in the Statute. He adds, that by 
comparing the Principles and Poſitions of this Canon, 
with a Clauſe towards the end of it, that in no Caſe 
imaginable it is lawful for Subjects to defend them 
ſelves. It appears that theſe Canons were 'to pre- 
pare Mens Minds for the Force that the Earl of 
Strafford' was accus d of having advis'd to put upon 


| the Nation. i 


In the 2d Canon they had taken upon them to gp» 
point Holidays, contrary to the Statute, which ſays 
expreſly, that ſuch Days only ſhall be kept as Ho. 
lidays,, as are nam'd in the Act, and no other. He 
alſo takes notice that they had impos d a Charge 
upon the People without Conſent of Parliament, hy 
eajoyning 2 Books to be bought at the Charge of the 
Pariſh, Amed vd.y To G2} 2 

As to the 3d Canon, he obſerv'd, That whereas 
in the Canon againſt Seftaries, there's a ſpeeial Pro- 
viſo, That it ſhall not derogate from any Statute or 
Law made againſt them, (as if their Canons had any 
Power. to diſannul an Act of Parliament ;) yet there 
was no fuch Proviſo in this Canon againſt Papiſts. 

In the 4th Canon, againſt Socinianiſm, he ſays, 


they had taken a Parliamentary Power, in determi- 
ning an Hereſy not determin'd by Law, which is ex- 


preſly reſery'd to the Determination of Parliament; 
not, ſays he, that I favour Socinianiſm, which | take 
to be a moſt vile and damnable Hereſy, but ſince 
I 2 they 


ne ˖ ͤ—˙7,s 
— ͤ ͤõmj 


| they had not declar'd what Socinianiſm was, it lay ent 
4 in their own Breaſts, whom they will cal] and judge a Bl Ne 
* Soeinian; and that i it was very hard, that Church. th 
Wardens, who did not know what Socinian iſm was, co 
mould be oblig'd by Oath to gen; e. Ut alſo A 
obſerves, that by their Canon, if any Man, even in 
Parliament, ſhould ſay, that he thought the Diſci. I] 4 
pline of the Church bf England, ſhould be alter'd, ¶ ob 
he is excommunicated ipſo att, "and made liable to Il Cc 
the ſame Puniſhment as if he had maintain d an O. n 
pinion againſt the Deity of Chrift, and of the Holy I to 
Ghoft. 
He obſerves on the 6th Canon, that they had af: I K 
ſum'd à Parliamentary Power, in impoſing new Oaths A 
upon the Subjefts, and that the Matter of their new | hc 
Oath was wholly illegal, againſt the Law of the Land, I ki 
the Law and Light of Nature, and the Law of God. ill « 
It was againſt the Law of the Land, and particular- H 
ly againſt the King's Supremacy, in making Arch- I ar 
Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Deacons, Cc. to * 
be Jure Divina, whereas the Law had annex d to the ge 
Crown, not only all Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, but v 
alſo all Superiority over the Epiſcopal State; and Wl fe 
it is to be deriv'd from him by Commiſſion under the 
Great Seal, and by Conſequences Jure Humano. A- WK 
gain, it is againft the Oath of Supremacy, by which N 
Subjects were oblig'd to defend all Juriſdiftions, I v 
1 Preheminences, & c. annex d to the Crown, of which I A 
_ this is one, that bis Majeſty may exerciſe any — 0 
diction, or Eceleſiaſtical Government, by his Co L 
miſſion under the Great Seal, to ſuch Perſons as 7 b 
a 
c 


mall think meet. In like manner, ſays he, tis a- 
gainſt the Law, and Light of Nature, that a Man 
: | ſhou'd ſwear, or anſwer, Cc. to he knows not what, 
_ or that he wou'd never conſent to alter a Thing that 
j in its 5 on Nature alterable, may prove Meonyeni- 


} - : b ent, 


at, and therefore fit to be alter d. He alſo takes 
Notice, that it was againſt the Law of God, becauſe 
. this Oath was fo full of Ambiguities, that no Man 
„cod tell what he ſwears to, beſides the extravant 
) K Ambiguity of an & Cetera. | zien 
1 Then he takes Notice of the other Oath, de paren- 
„ Juri Eccleſiæ, & ſtando mandatu Eccleſia, i. e. of 
| I obeying the Law of the Church, and ſtanding to her 
o commands; and obſerves, that after the Pope had 
BM made King John ſwear this Oath, he commanded him 
y WW to reſign his Kingdom to him. Yr 
| There was no other Convocation till the Reign of 
C I King Charles II. when he call'd one to conſider what 
hs I Alterations ought to be made in the Liturgy 5 And 
bow much the Nation was oblig'd' to them for ma- 
d, ling the Terms of Conformity more ſevere than 
d. ever, we may eaſily gueſs, when all who know the 
t- Il Hiſtory of that Reign, are ſatisfy'd what Troubles 
h- und Loſſes were brought by it upon the Nation, 
to Wl while the Popiſh and High-Church Party joyn'd to- 
he I gether to ruin our Religion and Liberties, from 
ut Wl vbich Providence did mercifully deliver us by the 
nd ſeaſonable Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot. 55 
he There was no other Conyocation till the Reign of 
A- King William and Queen Mary, who in the firſt 
ich Lear of their Reign, ſent them a Commiſſion, in 
„ Wl vhich having taken notice of the 25th of Hen. VIII. 
and the Obligation thereby laid upon the Convocati- 
on. not to proceed to any Buſineſs without the Royal 
Licenſe firſt had ſo to do. Their Majeſties do there- 
fore, in order to their proceeding with Safety to 
* themſelves, and purſuant to the true Purpoſe and 
' Intent of that Law, particularly declare upon what 
points they allow'd them to conſult, and under hat 
Conditions their Majeſties gave them Authority ſo 
en- to do, viz. That they ſnou d conſider of any Al- 
at, © terations 
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© terations which they thought proper to be made in 
* the Form, Rites or Ceremonies of our Divine Ser- 
, ' vice. That they ſhou'd review. the Book of Ca- 

„ non. Shou'd conſider what Defects or Abuſes 

© might be found in Eccleſiaſtical Courts. How the 
2 — both of Miniſters and People might more 
< effectually be reform d, and ſuch Proviſion be made, 
© that none ſhou d hereafter be admitted into Holy 
Orders, but ſuch as were duly qualified both in 
their Lives and Learning, to be receiy'd into the 
© ſame. 

Theſe were the Heads on which the Clergy of 
that Convocation were directed to debate; and even 
upon theſe they were to deliberate under che follow. 
ing Reftriftions. 1. That the Preſident, and greater 
Number of the Biſhops, were to be alway s preſent, 
© And, 2. Thateven upon theſe general Heads they 
© ſhou'd conſider only ſuch particular Points, Mat- 
* ters, Cauſes, or Things, as his Majeſty mou d 

© propoſe, or cauſe to be propos'd by « Profden 
G of the Convocation to them. 

Such was the Commiſſion by which chat Convoca- 
tion was ſet on Work : And to prepare the particular 
Matters, which the King reſery'd to himſelf to pro- 
poſe to than and upon which alone they were 4. 


low'd to debate, his Majeſty ſometime — the Con- 


vocation was to meet, appointed a ſelect Committee 
of the Biſhops and Clergy to conſult about the ſame 
Matters, and to draw up ſuch Reſolutions as they 
mou'd think moſt fitting for him to lay before the 
„ when i it bond be aſſembled. Dr- Was 
113, G . 
| 7 ie Sn p. 131, Ge. that when the King gave 
© the Convocation. liberty to conſider of the ſeveril 
© Points which in his Commiſſion he propos d to 
4 "Og and permitted them to draw into A 
Rules, 
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© Rules, Ordinances; "Conſtitutions, and Cations ; 
* ſuch Matters as to them ſhou'd ſeem neceſſary | 
© and expedient for the Purpoſes which he had be- 
fore propos'd'to'them ; and the ſame being ſet 
down in Writing from Time to Time, to exhibic - 
and deliver, or to cauſe to be exhibited and deli- 
© yered to him.“ He thus goes on to declare what 
was to be done after their Reſolutions ſhou'd be de- 
liver'd in by them. —— To the End that we, as 
* Occafion ſhall require, may thereupon have the 
Advice of our Parliament; and that ſuch, and ſo 
many of the ſaid Canons, Orders, - Ordinances, 
and Conftituions, Matters, Cauſes, and Things, 


| © as ſhall be thought requiſite and convenient by Our 


' faid Parliament, may be preſented to us in due 
Form for Our Royal Aſſent, if upon mature Con- 
| fderation thereof we ſhall think fit to enac the 
ſame. > 8 s 0 Ber” 
The good Deſign of their Majefties, King Mum 
nd Queen Mary; in calling this Convocation, will 
better appear from the Commiſſion which they pre- 
nouſly gave to the Arch-Biſhop of York, 11 othet 
biſhops, 7 Deans, 3 Profeſſors of Divinity, the Ma- 
fer of Trinity College in Cambridge, 5 Arch-Dea- 
cons, 3 Prebendaries of St. Paul's, and one of Glou- 
ter, to prepare Matters for their Majefties to lay 
beſore the Convocation. - | o 


ye Subſtance of the Commiſſion is th. ban 


1 particular Forms of Divine 
Worſhip, and the Rites and Ceremonies 
appointed to be us'd therein, being Things in their 
' own Nature indifferent and alterable; and ſo ac- 
knowledg'd ; tis but reaſonable, that upon weighty 
nd important Conſiderations, according to the 
| - © ae 
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various Exigencies of Times and Occaſions; : ſuch 
c Changes and Alterations ſhou'd be made 2 
© as to thoſe that are in Place and Authority; fhou't 


from Time to Time ſeem eitbennecefſary or en 


+, And whereas, the, Book. of Ganons is it to l 
c teview'd, and made more ſuitable to the State of 
© the Church, and whereas there are Defects and 
© Abuſes in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts and Jurifdidi.  * 
© ons; and articularly, there is not ſufficient Pro- 
e yidon made for removing of ſcandalous Miniſters, . 
and for the reforming of Manners, either in Mini. 7 
© ſters'or People: And whereas tis moſt fit, that . 
© there ſhou'd be a ſtrict Method preſcrib'd for the | 1 
© Examination of ſuch Perſons as — to be ad- 
© mitted into Holy Orders, both as to their Learning I. 
© and Manners, | 
© We therefore out of our Pious and Princely F 
© Care, for the good Order and Edification, and U-. Wi 7 
© nity of the Church of England committed to our MF 2 
Charge and Care, and for the reconciling as much 
© as-1s-poſſible, of an Differences among our good 
© Subj 5 and to take away all Occafions of the 
E like for the future, have thought fit to authorize 
© and impower you, &c, — any nine of you, 
© whereof three to be Biſhops, to meet from Time 
c 1 Time, as often as ſhall be needful, and to p. 
© pare ſuch Alterations of the Liturgy and Canons 
© and ſuch Propoſals for the Reformation of Eccle-{Wuy 
© ftaſtical Courts, and to conſider of fuch other Mat- m 
© ters, as in your Judgments may moſt N to 
© the Ends above - mention d. * 
But notwithſtanding all theſe kind and ji 8 
© Precautions, and that according to an Addreſs pro- 
©. moted by thoſe who difſtinguiſh'd themſeves, as the 
cen Party in the Houſe of Commons, "that hi 


Majeſty 


| 
| 
| 
© pedient. | 
: 
t 


Majeſty would be pleas d to call a Convocation. to be 
adrisd in Eceleſiaſtical Matters, aſſuring his“ Majeſty, 
chat it was their Intention forthwith to proceed to the 
5 Conſideration, of giving eaſe to the Proteftans Diſſenters, 
: there was ſiich a Spirit of Oppoſition rais d by the High- 

Church Clergy and their Abettors, and ſo many virulent 
Pamphlets writ by that Party againſt the Commiſſioners 
above-mention'd, to prepare Matters for the Convocation, 
that this good Deſign took no Effect. : 75 

Dr. Xeungtt, ut ſupra, p. 5. lays, That an Opinion was 
induſtriouſhyj propagated among the Clergy, that the 
' Delign in Hand wou'd in the Conſequence over-throw 
{ the eftabliſh'd Church, and ſo upon the meeting of the 
© Convocation, the Motion was warmly oppos'd, and 
© thereupon their Majeſties Gracious Intention unhappily 
' diſappointed. Divers therefore having thus publickly 
declar d their Averſion to the Scheme intended to be laid 
* before them, without ligpitying their defire to enter up- 
n any other Buſineſs, jeſty had juſt Reaſon to 
believe that there was no Eccleſiaſtical Buſineſs to be 
done, and fo according to the Practice of King Charles 
UI. in the like Caſe, he prorogued them regularly from 
(Time to Time, that they might be call'd together upon 
* any new. Exigency, it being thought unreaſonable to 
dra them from their reſpectire Cures upon a meex 
Matter of Form. ED VE 
'Tis obſervable, that the late Biſhop of London being 
teident of the Upper Houſe, becauſe Arch-Biſhop San- 
was laid aſide for WN the Oaths, bis Lordſhip 
d himſelf with great Moderation, adyis'd com- 


aug to a Temper in thoſe Things that were not eſſential in 
pre: ehgzon, and told them it was their Duty to (hew the 
ons, Wane Indulgence, and Charity, to the Diſſenters under 
le- ng Wien, which ſome of the Biſhops and Clergy had 
Mat- Nemis'd them under King Fares. But the Majority of 
+ Lower Houſe was of another Spirit, and refuſed to 
e to a Clauſe in an Addreſs to the King, which. thank 
im for aſſembling the - Convocation to endeavour the 
Ke Wcaciling of Diſſenters. te . 
s pt The High Party took great Ulmbrage at a Committee 
ps the Diriacs appointed to Prepare Matters for. the Convoca- 


tien, which they thought an Invaſion of their Rights; 
but their Objections were ſolidly anſwer'd in a Pamphlet, 
entitl'd, A Letter to a Friend, containing ſome Queries about 
abe new Commiſſion 5 wherein the Author ſhew'd, That the 
Book of Common Prayer in Edward VIth's Time, was 
compiled by the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 6 other Bi- 
ſhops, 4 Deans, one Arch-Deacon, and one Doctor of 
Divinity, at Windſor Caſtle, and was readily approy'd 
both by the Parliament and Convocation, as is evident 
from the Preamble of the AR. That in Queen Elizberh's 
Time, the 2d Book of King Edward was review'd but by 
$ Divines, and after ſome Amendments, authoriz'd again 
by Act of Parliament. That the Articks of the Church 
were compiF'd by Arch-Biſhop Parker, with 22 Biſho 

paſs'd in Convocation in 1562, and confirm'd by Parha- 
ment in 1571. That King James I. appointed a Conſe- 
rence at Hampton Court betwizt Conformifts and Viſſen- 
ters, in the firſt Year of his Reign, and afterwards au- 
thoriz'd the Book of Common Prayer by Proclamation ; 


and that Charles II. as appears by the Act of Uniformity, | 


had granted his Commiſkon under the Great Seal to ſexe- 


ral — and other Divines, to review the Book of I 


Common 
Additions as t 
thoriz'd and requir'd the Preſidents of the Convocations of 
Canterbury and York then fitting, with the other Biſhops 
and Clergy, to review the ſame. | 
This was Authority more than ſufficient to take off the 
Objections which the Party made againſt King Willem 
and Queen Mary's Commiſſion, We come now to the 
Reign of Queen Anne. | 


= and to prepare ſueh Alterations and 


thought fit to offer, and afterwards au- I 


- Towards the latter End of King Williew' Reign, 2 
2 


Difference 1 detwixt the es of Convocatt- 

on about the Manner of Synodical — Bn 

etiefly about the Right clain'd by the Lower 

holding, and continuing their Aſſemblies in the Inter 

vals of the ordinary Prorogations, which the Upper Honſe 

tas the er undoubyed Riſe of prrogne 
the ſole and undoubt ig ' proxe 

Houſes, with conſent of his Suffragans. 1 

lay dormant till 1705. the 4th Year of Queen _ 
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| . 
them 


it them up a Paper o ther ED attended 


0.75). 


* it Frcs in reviy'd on the following Occaſions : . - 
agrcd on an 1 to bet Majeſty, 

and IE it Taba, to the. Lower for 2 Concurrenee, 
2 refis'd it, and agreed on a Form of their own, w ich. 
hey ſent to the Uber Houſe. Their ann ur- 


180 to find their qwn Addreß re j ted, without any | 


Reaſon given, and a ne Ferm offer d to them, return d 
the Lower Houſe an Aniwer, they cou d not receive their 


Addreſs ; tiara them to go back to their own Houle, 


A me. refs. they ſent do 5 De * 
pre to it, ox bring up e 2 2 


Fate. . 


ing the next Seſſion. Inſtead of winen, | oi pate 
1 play thi 


Majority ot the 
they vA not concur Yeh: „nor wou 
re any, Reaſans for it, 1120 275 n that their 

Jar cls, which the Arch-Bi 


The moderate Party in, the Lower Houſe being mucks 
0 4 che thoſe Ning of their Fiethrers, com- 
their many Irregularities, but finding the Houſe 


petit RED, thought themſclves oblig d to Pro- 


G 0, Suoganer thus, 
x 5 Py ears palt ſeveral new Princi ples and, 


'S Prattices Have 6 introduce d, contrary to the 


cf - er web j— — bal l 

tesbyters, we owe to rch- Bi 

' tending, to break k ihe Uni of the Synod und 275 

* (dent. We pop that. theſe Innovations wo 

been laid alide, that we min ba ve 4 he, 0 7 

v Buſinels for the Good 7 . 7275 
'd bave dg d.it per 10 enable 


ene; but Fbat theſe new P wb or 127 Pra · 


11 are, (hill kept up, we think _ ſelves oblig'd to 
declare our Diſſent againſt theſe following Particulars, 
being the chief of tho er wage 1. Fre the Pro- 
* locutor prorcgnes the Houſe with the Conſent, and by 
* the Authority of it ſelf, aud not by uthority of the 
8 Shetule ſent us e Arch: Biſhop as Preſident of the 


Fiole Synod, kl of which th been, the hold- 
| ng of j nee . which is a manilelt Br Breach 
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< of the Unity of the Synod, and very dangerons to the 
6. Nl, becauſe it has neither the Archi- Epiſcopal not 
© Regal Authority to juſtifie it. 2. The pretending to put 


the Prolocutor into the Chair, before be is confirm d by 


© the Upper Houſe, with an intent to inveſt him in one 
© Part of his Office, that of moderating in the Debates of 
© our Houſe before ſuch Confirmation, which we take to 
© be highly Injurious to the Power of confirming, lodgd 
by our Conſtitution in the Preſident and Biſbops; and 
© which may betray the Clergy into Attempts of doing 
* Buſineſs, before they are by our Conſtitution quali 
to act as a Houſe, and which may be attended with in- 


ſuperable Difficulties. 3. That the Hodſe pretends. to 


© have Power to g ve Leave to their Members to be Ab- 
* ſent, and to ſubltitute Proxies, Which we take tb be 
© the ſole Right of the Preſident, 4. We take notice in 


Carriage of this Houſe to the Upper Houſe, in fejechng 
0 their Addreſs to Her Majeſty, without making any.Excep- 
* tions to it, and inſiſting finally upon their own Addrels 
co ntrary to the Method in all former Convocations. 
This Proteftation was fign'd'by, 51, Perf6ns, 5nelating 
Proxies, but it was not allow d to be trad. in che le, 
upon which the Proteſters carried it to the Uppet®Houſe, 
who gave them Thanks for it, and order d it to be enterd 
among their Acts. n 
Upon this, the Queen ſent a Letter to the Arch - Biſhop, 
taking Notice of theſe Differences and Innovations, de- 


claring her Reſolutions to maintain Her Supremacy, and 


Y . 


then She directed him to prorogne the Convocation, ta 
ſuch farther Time, as ſhou'd appear conyenient. 

On the iſt Day of March, the Upper Houſe {ent forthe 
Protocutor Dr. Bin les, who attended with ſome others, and 
as the Biſhop of Norwich, whom the Arch-biſhop of C- 
terbury, being ſick, had appointed bis Deputy, Was fead- 
ing the Queen's Letter, Dr. A, taking the Proloentor 
by the Sleeve, deſu'd him to be gone, they had 1. 
Buſineſs there. Upon this, Dr. Burner, the late Biſhop of &. 
rum told em, '1 was the greateſt Piet? Inſolence be for 


| _ thus to refuſe to hear the Queen! Orders, and bid the 


rotocutor goat his Peril, upoti which he ftay'd; 7 Dr. 
| A} 


< the laſt Place, of the late diſteſpe@ful and” tridutiful 
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A—y, Dr. Ae, and others return'd to the Lower Houſe, 
By comparing the Addrefles of both Houſes, one may 
eaſily find why the High-Party in the Lower would not 


agree to that of the Biſhops, viz. becauſe their Lordſhips 


in their Addreſs, had made ſevere but very juſt Reflecti- 
ons upon thoſe Perſons, as Ungrateful and Unworthy, 
* who ſuggeſted the Church to be in danger for want of 
© ſueh Support and, Encouragement in Her: Majeſty's 
Reign, as might make it flouriſh'in ber own Time, and 
leave it ſecure after Her; adding, that tho it was no 
ner Thing for deſigning Men, to proſtitute the venera- 
ble Name of the Church to their own private Ends, 
yet they thought it ſtrange, that any ſhould be ſo ex- 
© treamily Weak and Undutiful, as to be deluded by 
© thoſe groundleſs Chmours, fo often, and ſo publickly 


| © conflted by her Royal Word and Actions, Cc. 50 


© that to inſinuate, the Church is in danger under theſe 
© Circumſtances, could proceed from nothing, but Pre- 
judice, Intereſt and Ambition: 1 ll 
Ibis ſet's us alſo into the Cauſe, why the Lower Houſe 
- Bs give their 'Reaſons for rejecting the * Addreſs 
the Upper. They durſt not be plain on that Head, 
for fear of the Parliament, where daring this Debate, both 
Lotds and Commons paſs'd a Vote, © That whoever went 
© about to ſuggeſt and inſinuate, that the Church was in 
danger under Her Majeſty's Adminiſtration, is an Ene- 
my to the Queen, the Church, and the Kingdom. 


per, and join'd with the Biſhop's in an Addreſs to the 


Queen, applauding the Duke of Marlborough's Victory 
at Ramielies, and the wonderful Succeſs of the Year, and 
acknowledg'd the Church to be in a ſafe and flouriſhing 
Condition under Her Majeſty's Adminiſtratin. 
But in 1707. the Party's Spirit got up again; the Arch- 
Biſhop ſent a Circular Letter to the Biſhops and Clergy 
of bis Province, to ſignific to em, that he had acquaint- 
ed the Lower Houſe of Convocation, not only with Her 
Majeſty's Letter, according to Her Command ; but with 


eur divers other Matters, which gave Light to it; and that 


on the 12th of February, he bad by Virtue of a Royal 
Writ, prorogued the Convocation to the '5th of ' March 
blowing. On 


E RE — — - 


On the 39th, the Low Houle did by their Prolocutot, 
deliver to the Upper a Paper, they call'd an Appli- 


tation, wherein they aid, That they had carcfully com- 


par d the ſeveral Royal Prorogations of the Synod of the 
© Province of Tc from the Year «by en thy 
* firſt Royal Writ, for proroguing the Convocation 1 

© to the Year 1705. when the then Convocation firſt 


ſembled, an by the Schedule they had ready, they de- 


© ſu'd their Lor to obſerve, that during that Time, 
© which was 173 ay. there was no Inſtance of a Mit 
© of Prorogation iſſued during the Sc ſſion of Parliament, 
to diſmiſs the Clergy when met in Convocation. There: 
© fore they defir'd their Lordſhips, for the Wellare of the 
© Church of Exgland, to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, that 
© their Lordſhips, and the Clergy. of bis ron nch ma 
© enjoy the ſame Uſages which their Proteſtant redecel. 
: — bug been in conſtant Poſſeſſion of, and ncver miſ- 
» M0 'd. | n e 
be Upper Houſe anſwer'd, That they were ready to 
ſhew; that their, Application aforeſai „ with the Schedule 
offer'd to ſupport it, was. far from being true in many 
Particulars, but the Matter of it did ſo highly concern her 
Maje y's Royal Supremacy, which ſhe had declar'd the mas 
reſolv'd to maintain, that they did not think it proper to 
make any farther ſtep in Relation to it; till they had laid 
the ſame before her Majeſty. N 11 
On pe th of April the Lower Houſe ſent up a ſhort 
Paper by the Prolocutor, and ſome other Members, puay- 


ing, that when bis Grace ſhou'd lay the Application d 
12 ore 


s ule before Her Majeſty, be wou'd. a 


her the following Declaration, made ante to i 


them Application, viz. * that they did not thereby. 


© to enter into any manner of Debate concerning the Ve, 


© lidity of a late Royal Prorogation, to which they have 
* humbly fubmittell. | PI . INS ih "os | 
_ All theſe s together, with the Upper Houſe's Va- 
dication of her Majeſty's Proceedings, being laid hefore ber, 
the Queen ſent a Letter to the Arch-Biſhop, dated the th 


of April, 1707. taking Notice that by her Letter of Feb. 25 
I70 ſhe Grekted him to communicate to the Cage 
her Reſolution to maintain her Sapremacy, &c. and hog 
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or, hat ſo plain a Declaration would have been of ſufficient 
pli- warning to thoſe of the Clergy, whofe Innovations, 
m-. contrary/ to their Duty to Her, and their Eccleſiaſtical 
| qaperiors, gave her Oceaſion to make it. Yer' cootra» 
ty to our Expectation (fays ſhe) we underſtand that 
they not only continue their illegal Praiſes, but that 
i the laſt Prorogation, which you' made by Virtue of 
| oor Writ under our Great Seal, has been reflected on 


law. —— And'that their 
| evaſtve, and S 
| has rather a 


Atem 
b an 


+ W' the Church of England, as by Law eftabliſh'd, and our 
* | Hgbrful Suhr ame (if any = of the like Nature be 

I attempted for the e) will make it neceſſary for 
ny © us (bow uowifling ſoever we are to proceed to thoſe 
ber . Meaſures) to 2% fuch Afeans for the puniſhing Offen- 
ces of this Nature, as are warranted by Law. All 
10 Bi © which we require you to communicate to the Biſhops 
aid T of your Province, in Convocation af- 

mbled. | Ps | 

The Arch-Biſhop did accordingly, by a Letter of 


ort 
ay nes. communicate this Letter to the Biſhops tof his 
nd Province, deſiring them to lay it before their Clerpy, 
de By boping it might be a Means to deteli the Aiſrepreſenta- 
, and difappoint the Deſgus of 'Evol-minded Men. 
oo Before this the Arch-F had fent for the Lower 
3 WH Houſe the roth of April, to which Day the Convocation 
e had been poregued; and when they came, one of the 
| WH Members told his Grace, that the Prolocutor was gone in- 
v- WW tothe Country. His Departure without Leave from the 
1 kek Biſhop at ſuch a Iuncture, when Buſineſs of that 
Moment was depending, appear'd to his Grace and the 
„cker Biſhops, to be a Contempt, or Neglect, of fuch 
Nature, as could not be overlook'd, either with Regard 
R de Honew, or the Authority of the Metro- 


politan 2 


in the Lower Houſe, own d his Fault, and made his 


© Conſultations 
© fite to repreſs and prevent ſuch daring Attempts, for 


© unſucceſsful, and for Her Part is ready to give them al 


cluſion, earneſtly recommending to them to avoid 
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litan: and therefore his Grace proceeded to a Senten 
* Contamacy againſt Dr. Binkes, the Prolocutor, — 
out of his ſpecial Favour, reſerv'd the Paniſhmen til 
the zoth of that ſame Month, and then by Virtue of the 


Queen's Writ prorogued the Convocation to the ſud 
Da 4 


In the mean Time ſeveral Members of the Lower 
Houſe: prepar'd a Proteſtation againſt the ra Way 6 
Sentence, and all Manner of Proceedings had, or io 
had upon it, after the roth of April, becauſe they con- 
ceived ſuch Proceedings and Sentence by Reaſon of the 
Prorogation of the Convocation, mage, by Authority d 
the Royal Writ, on the ſaid roth Day, of April, tobe 
derogatory to the Rights of the Queen's Supremacy, un- 
lawful, and altogether null. But though this Proteſtatica 8 
was diſſented from by the Reverend Dr, Kennett, and o 
thers, it was order'd to be ſent by the Prolocutor, to the if 
Upper Houſe, However he was ſent for, before he lek 
the Chair, by the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops, to whom he 
teſtiſy d his Diſlike of the Proteſtation, as he had done 


Submiſſion in Form, upon which he was diſcharg d. 
We hear no more of a Convocation till February, 1711, 
when it was ſummon'd by Her Map, to pr on if 
many weighty Affairs. This was after the Change. d 
the Miniſtry, which elevated the High-Party to a great 
Degree. ' The 'Upper Houſe appointed Committees to 
conſider what was recommended to them by Her M. 
jeſty's Letter, wherein ſhe takes Notice, Of the looſe 
© and prophane Principles, which had been openly ſcat- 
© ter'd and propagated among Her Subjects. That the 
— the Clergy were particularly requi- 
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_ 


t which: Her Subjects, from all Parts of the Kingdom, 
© have ſhewn their juſt Abhorrence. She hopes the En» 
© deavours of the Clergy in this Reſpect, will not be 
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© fit Encouragement to proceed in the Diſpatch of ſuch 
© Buſineſs as properly belongs to them, and to grant then 
© Powers requiſite to carry on ſo good a Work. Ia Con. 


© Diſputes, 


( 81 ) 
© Diſputes, and determining to do all that in Her lies to 
© compoſe-and extinguiſh them. 

It were to be wiſh'd that there had been no Occaſion 
for Her Majeſty's taking Notice of looſe and prophane 
Principles ſpread among us : But 'tis well enough known, 
that there was more of Party, than any Thing of Sinceri- 
ty in the pretended Abhorrence of thoſe Principles, which 
was ſent from all Parts of the Kingdom. The High- 
Party had a Turn to ſerve, by repreſenting their Op- 
polers as Enemies to Revealed Religion, though it 
was evident to the whole Nation, that thoſe they called 
Whig Miniſters, took more Care of the Intereſt of the 


Church than ever the Tories did. 


[t is to be oblery'd however, that Queen Arne and her 


then Miniſters, whoſe inviolable Affection to the Church 
de Party did ſo much boaſt of, did not allow the Con- 


yocation to proceed and reſolve on any Subject as they 


thought fir, nor imagin'd they had a Right to do fo, 


otherwiſe Her Majeſty would not have talk d of granting 
them Powers to carry on the good Work ſhe propos d to 


them, 
But notwithſtanding their valuing themſelves on more 


\ Wiwour from the T hrone, than what could have former- 


been expected; all the Improvement they made of 
it, was to agree on what they call'd a Repreſentation of 
the preſent State of Religion, with Regard to the late 
acefſive Growth of Infidelity, Hereſy, and Prophane- 
tes, wherein they ſaid that a Deluge of Impiety and 
Licentiouſneſs bad broke in upon us, and over-ipread the 
ice of the Church and Kingdom. 

In ſhort, this Repreſentation had fo much Heat and 
kuty, and the Deſign of it was ſo viſible, to caſt a Refle- 
ion upon the Period of Time ſince the Revolution, that 


Eexpos'd themſelves, more than it did the Deiſts and He- 


ticks, whom they pretended to laſh, and made them 
uble to very ſevere Reprizals by their Adverſaries, as - 
my be ſeen by the Pamphlets 1 that Time, and parti- 
alrly one, call'd The Nation vindicated ſrom the 6 * 
Ins caſt on it, in the Lower Houſe's Repreſentation. The 
lpper Houſe publiſh'd another, wherein they took No- 
ice of a Defect in the Education of Youth at. the Uni: 
L. verſities, 


(2 


verſities, and expreſs'd their Hopes that more Care 
would be taken of it, and that the Tutors would teach 


their Pupils the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 


ol 
ly 
of 

and endeavour to make them ſerious in it, and have; g 

particular Eye to all ſuch as were deſigned for Holy 

Orders. The Modeſty and Gravity of this Repreſenti- n 

tion was not at all pleaſing to the High-Party ; who, in- n 

ſtead of concurring with the Upper Houfe, fell a quit. WM 

relling with them, as formerly, about an Addreſs to the . 

Quoten, and the Right of Adjourament. So that thi il; 

Convocation had the Diſreputation, as the Examiner Ml. 

faid, of doing nothing, the Cauſe of which he mall- Wh; 

ciouſly threw upon the Upper Houſe. ; 0 

The Nation however was fatisfy'd where the rel i 

Blame lay, and that by the Reflections which the Lower 

Houſe threw on the Toleration, and the eager Defire Wh; 

they expreſs d for more Power to the Church, it would 

have unavoidably thrown the Nation into Convulſiom, 
bad it been granted. ; 


The CONCLUSION. 


The oppoſite Party have all along been aiming at an 
independent Power cf the Church on the State, but it 
feems they don't advert to the Contradictions in which 
they involve themſelves, when they will not only have 
the Church to be a Fart of the State, but the firſt Eſtate 
in Parliament. This proves, by neceſſary Conſequence, 
that ſuch a Church can't be mdependant on the State, no 
is there any Reaſon it ſhould, Yet theſe Men, not eon - 
tent with having the Spiritual Lords in the Upper Houſe, 
and with the Votes of the inferior Clergy for Men- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, would alſo have a Parla- 
mentary Power in their Convocation, about Matters offi, 
Religion, without being under any Reſtraint, by the 
Royal Supremacy, in their Debates and Reſolves. One 
would wonder how any Clergyman ſhould now-a-dayWv 
offer at ſuch a Claim, fince * the x Canon of thei 
Church, the King's Supremacy, in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, Th 
is to be maintain d, according to the Laws and Statute 
made for reſtoring to the Crown the antient —— 

0 
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over the State Eccleſiaſtical. That by the 24 Canon, all 
are Wl uch as impeach any Part of this Regal Supremacy, are de- 
ch dat d to be excommunicated, ipſo fatto. And that by 
100, Wl the 140th Canon, it is own'd, That the Synod can make 
Ve 2 Bl 20 Decrees but by his Majeſty's Authority. TE 

Joly we may eaſily gueſs what thoſe People ou d be at, 
who with ſo much Boldneſs condemn the Clergy's: Sub- 
niſſon to Henry VIII. and the Act of Parliament which 
fllow'd upon it. The Author of Manicipium Eccleſtafti- 
aw, and Zy/ley in his Pontificate & Regale, led the Van 
(four late Writers upon this Subject. The latter honeſtly 
onfels'd, that this Act ſtands in the Way of his darling 
Wrojet for a Reconciliation with Rome, and tho others 
Won't own ſo much, their Works and Behaviour ſpeak out 
cir Deſign plain enough, ſo that we may jultly ſay of 
em, what Bacon in bis Hiſtory, Part II. p. 53. ſaid of 
it Pope, that if he cou d not get into the Engliſh Throne, 
u try to fit down in the King's Lap. They would fain 
Wat the Popiſh Method of Inquiſition, to puniſh all who 
ker from them. * ä 5 

And what Uſe they wou'd make of ſuch a Pow- 
cou'd they cbtain it, we may eaſily gaeſs from 
I Proceedings of the High Party, ever ſince the Reſor - 


at non, but particularly in the Convocation of 1640, 
ut it Wien they wou'd fain have had the old Trade of Inqui- 
which en re. eſtabliſhd, and Church-Wardens oblig'd upon 
barer to preſent Hereticks, Cc. according to the Practice 
Eſtate teir Popiſh Predeceſſors, who in the Time of Henry V. 
ence thinking the Laws againſt Zollards ſevete enough, 
, nol in Convocation order, that 3 Men in every Pariſh 
t cond make Preſentment upon Oath of ſuch Perſons as 
Jouſe, ue defam'd for Hereticksz upon which Bacon, Part II. 


61, tells the following Story, That a Preſentment wag 
Ne according to this Order, by ſome People of St. A4 
ters of | Orrys, thus, Item, we ſaine, that John Stevens is a Map 
V e or tell what ro make of him; and that be hach Books 
One nay 10: what they are. | 

day Whether ſome late Repreſentations be not much of the 
of thee Nature, for Senſe and Charity, I leave others to judge, 
iſtic lhe Party likewiſe inſiſt upon it as their Right, that a 
tat mocation ought always to meet and fit when a Parka« 
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ment does, and to have the ſame Freedom of propoſing 
and debating ; but Dr. Wake and Dr. Kennet, have with 
ou Learning, and Strength of Reaſon; ſhew'd that this 
retenſion is weak, and ill- grounded; and that thoſe 
Gentlemen have not adverted to the Difference betwixt 
Parliamentary and Provincial Convocations. The former 
were only calrd to give the King Money, eſpecially ſince 
the Clergy rctus'd to be tax d by the Laity; but the Pro- 
vincial Convocations, whoſe Buſineſs it is to treat of Et. 
cleſiaſtical Affairs, were only call'd as our Sovereign 
thought fit. The Proofs and Arguments upon which Dr, 
Wake founds this, may be ſeen in his Authority of Chriſt 
an Princes, p. 269, 280, Cc. And he proves from the Au- 
thority of our Judges, p. 108, G . That when Covoa- 


© tions were fo aſſembled, they cou'd not confer to con-lf 


© ſtitute any Canons without the King's Licenſe, 
Dr, Kennett, Preface, p. 5. quotes to the ſame Parpoſ:, 
Biſhop Sawnderſen's Epiſcopacy not prejudicial to Royal Poner ft 
P. 33 thus * The inferior Clergy, by their Repreſentative 
in Convocation, have their Votes as well as the Biſhops 
and both dependently on the King, for they cannofi 
© either meet without his Writ, or treat without his Com 
© miſſion, or eſtabliſh without his Royal Aſſent. 
© Tothis Dr. Stilling fleet agrees, in his Rights of the Pa 
© rochial Clergy, p. 364, Cc. where he defines Engliſ 
* Convocations to be occaſional Aſſemblies of the Biſhop 
and Inferior Clergy, for ſuch Purpoſes as the King ſhal 
t direct when they meet. 2 N 
Dr. Wake, p. 292. challenges the other Party to 
© That any Convocation from the Act of Submiſſion in Ha 
VIII th's Time, did ever venture to proceed, to confer, 
© deliberate, and make Canons without the King's Licenl 
© firtt obtain'd to warrant them ſo to do. He tells us ij 
the ſame Place, That he is very ſure our King's have col 
t ſtantly ſent them Commiſhons, to keep them from tall! 
© under the Cenſure of that Statute z and that the Conn 
© cations have reſus'd to act till they receiv'd the King 
F Licenſe; and when they have ſuſpected that the Date 
Dit wasdetermin'd, have inſiſted upon a new one. 
Io thoſe that draw a Parallel betwixt the 2 Houſes 
Convocation and Parliament, and from thence wou'd i 


o_ "3 


ang MY fer that the Convocation ſhou'd have the ſame Power; he 
with WM anſwers, p. 273 Cc. from the Statute of the 25th of Hen: 
this VIII. That even with the King's Conſent the Convoca- 
hoſe tion can conclude nothing contrary to the Laws, Sta- 
uvm ! * tutes, or Cuſtoms of the Realm [This is plain from the 
mer * Ioftance of Cardinal-Wolſeys Convocation, and that of 
ſince 16 40. abovemention'd, ] Whereas the Parliament is 
Pro- WM ſubject to no ſuch Limitations, its Power is uncontroul- 


E. able, and being joynd with the Royal Authority, can 

eien WM * enact what it will for the publick Good, any Law to 
h 5. © the contrary, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. e 
brit To which we may add, that our ancient Laws made* 


e Au. Parliaments annual, and our modern Laws bayc fix'd the 
voc Time when a New one ſhall be calFd 3 but there is no 
J Statute for appointing a Convocation, which is to treat 
only of Church Affairs; to be call'd at any Time when 
the Sovereign pleaſes. + | * Few 

The Doctor ſays, p. 316. © That as there are many Ca- 
© ſes for which it ou d be improper to call a Convocati- 
© on, ſo may there be ſometimes too in which it wou'd: 
© be altogether unadviſable to aſſemble it. When Men's 
© Paſſions, ſays he, are let looſe, and their Minds diſor- 
* derd, when their Intereſts and Defigns, their Friends 
and their Parties; nay, their very Judgments.and Prin- 
© ciples lead them different Ways; and itbey agree in no- 
thing, ſo much, as in being very peeviſh and angry with 
one another, when their very Reaſon is deprav'd, and 
they judge not according to Truth or Evidence, but with 
« reſpect to Perſons, and every one oppoſes what another 
* of a different Perſwaſion either moves or approves of, 
© what Good can the Prince propoſe to himſelf, or any 
© wiſe Man bope for, from any Aſſembly that can be 
brought together under the unhappy Influence of theſe 
© and the like Prepoſſeſſions ? . 

Theſe Reaſons are ſufficient to juſſiſy his Majeſty's | 
Proroguing Convocations, and not calling them but when 
he pleaſes. | 8 | 
I need not ſay any Thing in Vindication of the Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor, be. has done it ſo well himſelf in his 
Anſwer to Dr. Snape, beſides, what farther we are 
to expect from him in the Anfwer he deſigns to — 

| 62 


9 
1 ——— — ET — 


(86) 


Report of the Lower Houſe; But this I may ven- 


ture to ſay, that it looks very partial, that the Bi- 


ſhop ſhould be cenlur d as advancing ſuch Doctrines, 
when the Learned Dr. Jſaac Barrow advanc'd the 
ſame Things, in his Diſcoutſe concerning the Unity 
of the Church, printed for Brabaten Aylmer, in .t 680. 
and yet that Book was never cenſured. I ſhall only give 
2 {mall Specimen of his Propoſitions. He ſays, p. 43, 44. 
© All Chriſtian Churches are regulated by the indiipen- 
© fable Sanftions and Inftitutions of their Sovereign. They 
© are all bound to uſe the ſame Sacraments, according to 
© the Forms appointed by our Lord, not admitting any Sub- 
® fanial Alteration, They mult uphold that Sort of 
© Order, Government and Miniſtry, in all its ſubſtantial 
© Parts, which Gad did appoint in the Church, or give 
© thereto, as St. Paul expreſſeth it, 1 Cor. 18. 28. 
© Epheſ. 4. 11. Rom. 12. 7. Acts 20. 28. It being 4 
© temerarious and dangerous Thing to innovate in thoſe 
© Matters which our Lord had a ſpecial Cate to order 

P. 48. The Church conſiſts of Perſons ſpiritually al - 
© lied; proſeſſin g the ſame Faith, ſubject to the ſame 
Lam, and Government of Chrift's Heavenly Kingdom. 
P. 35, Cr. He learnedly combates the Opinion of thoſe 
who fancy that any Perſon or Number of Perſons, is 
veſted with a Sovereign Authority (ſabordinate to our 
Lord) to be manag'd in a certain Manner, either abſo- 
kztely, according to Pleaſure ; or limitedly, according to 
certain Rules preſcribd to it; for maintaining ſuch a 
Unity in the Church, as the Papiſts plead for. And 
p. 58. he ſays, * Whereas the Apoſtolical Writings do 
© jncutcate our Subjettion to one Lord in Heaven, tis much 
© they ſhould never conſider his Vicegerent or Yicegerents 
© upon Earth, notifying and preſling the Duties of Obe- 
© djence towards them. There are indeed Exhortations 
* to-honour the Elders, and to obey the Guides of parti- 
© cniar Churches, but the Honour and Obedience doe 
© to: thoſe Paramount Authorities, or Univerſal Gover- 
© #ojs, is paſt over in dead Silence. 
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Ne 
bi. Page 69. Our Saviour affirm'd,: That bis King4aw 
60 ' 35 not of this World; and St. Paul telleth us, Rom. xiv. 
be . That it confits in 4 ſpiritual Infiwence wpon the Souls 
ty Wl © of Hen, . It diſavows and difcountenances the E | 
% * wents of the World, Gal. iv. 3, 9. Col. ii. 20. by which | 
ve bro Deſigns are carry'd on, and Worldly Frames ſu- | 
ſtain d. | | | WAS. s | 
4 Page 70. © It needeth not to be ſupported or enlarg d i 
ey © by Wealth and Pomp, or by compulſive, Force and Violence, ; 
to © 1 Cor. i. 29. James ii. 5. 2Cor. X. 4. Vain | 
þ. It diſcountenanceth the /mpoſerion of new Lams and | 
of | Precepts, befedes thoſe which God hath enjoin'd, or which | 
al are neceſſary for Order and Edification ; Adat. xv. . 
e cl. ii. 8, 20, 21. Gal. iv. 10. 152 01 
8, Page 71. The Government of the 'Chriſtian State is 
' adminiſter'd by meek Perſwaſion, not by imperious Awe, 
' 33 a humble Miniſtry, not as a ffately Domination; for 
| the Apoſtles themſelves did not Lord it over Men's 
Faith, but were forbid to domineer over God's Peo 
' 2Cor. i. 24 2 Or. iv. 5. I Pet. v. 3. Mat. xx. 26. 
* They are furmſh'd with a0 Arms, beſide the Divine 
Panoply. They bear ne Sword, but that of the Spirit, 
' which is the Word of God. They may teach, reprove, 
they cannot compel, Eph. vi. 13, 17. And p. 73. He 
* upbraids the Church of Nome with enacting Laws for - 
keeping its State in Order, and fecuring its Intereſt by 
8 temporal Rewards and Pains, all which Things, he ſays, 
p. 74. do much diſagree from the oripinal Conſtitution and 
' deſign of che Ghriftian ch, which is averſe from Pom 
dork reject Domination, doth not require Craft, Wealrb 
or Force to maintain it; but did at firſt, and may ſub- 
i without any ſuch means. I don't ſay, that an Ec- 
dleſiaſtical Society may not lawfully for its Support 
' uſe Power, Policy, Wealth, in ſome meaſime, to uphold 
' or defend it ſelf, but that a Conſtitution needing. ſuch 
Things is ot Divine, or that ſo far as it does them, tic 
n more than Human. | I $1198 e ant 
But *tis yet more ſtrange, that Dr. Sherlock ſnon d be 
dne of the Men, who drew up this Report againſt the 
liſbop of Bangor, when the Doctor himſclf in his Setmon 
telore Sir Richard Hoare, Lord Mayor of London, Nov. 5. 
1712, 
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1712. from Lal ix. 54, 55. lays down the following Dy 
Etrines, 5 


Page 7. Therefore to thoſe who urge the Conveniency o 


C Temporal Puniſhments in Matters of Religion, weanſwe 


* with our bleſſed Saviour, Je know not, what manner 
© Spirit ye are of: The Kingdom of Chriſt is not of thi 
World, nor is it to be erected or ſupported by worlih 
6 P wer. | | 

Page 8. From John xvii. 36. The Doctor infers, © Thi 
© may ſerve to ſhew the meaning and extent of our 82. 
© yiour's Argument; and how contrary. it is to the Genin 
< and Spirit of the Chriſtian Religion, to found its Faith in 
©. Temporal Puniſhment: The Powers which are deriv'd 
© tothe Church, from Chriſt the Head of it, are purely 
«© Spiritual. The Puniſhments ſhe inflicts are of the ſame 
© Nature, and the Effect of em generally ſuſpended, till 
© the Offender cornes to another World. Tis juſt reaſon- 
ing, I think, to infer from the ſpiritual Nature of Chrift' 
© Kingdom, and the ſpiritual Power of his Miniſters on 
< Earth, that temporal Puniſhment; are not proper to. infor 
£ the Lams and Edict, of Chriſt's Kingdom; tor ſince the 
© Kingdom is not of this World, the Powers belonging to 
© this Kingdom, cannot be of this World. 

Page 11. As to meer Difference in Opinion, which 


© ends only in Speculation, or Influences only the inter- 


nal Acts of the Mind; or produces only ſuch extern 
A., as no way concern the publick Peace, I ſee not how 
© the Magiſtrate can Intereſt bimſelf in them. 

Page 12. The Church has no Right to impoſe Peml 
© Laws upon any Account: In Matters purely of a Religions 
Nature, the State has no Right neither. 

Page 15. The Miniſters of Ci:riſt are not of this World, 
© and therefore they bave no Right to extend their Ma- 
5 —— Kingdom, by the exerciſe of worldly or temporal 

Der. 

Let any Man who compares theſe Paſſages, with thoſe 
found fault with in the BIHhop of Bangor's Sermon; judge 
with what Candour Dr. Sherlock cou'd appear againſt 
the Biſhop, as he has done, and whether the Lower Houſe 
of Convocation was not Partial in cenſuring the Bt: 
ſhop's Sermon, and not the Doctor's. 125 
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I deſizn'd at firſt, to have form'd a particular Head 
of Inquiry, Whether the Lower Houſe of Convocation, 
by acting beyond their Commiſſion from the Crown, 
has not incurr'd the Danger of a Præmunire; but that 
falling in ſo naturally with the Courſe of the Hiſtory, 
and the ſeveral Inſtances therein produc'd, to prove 
that Convocations can enter upon nothing, but what 
the Crown directs, 1 found it was needleſs. 5 

I know it will be objected, by the Advocates for the 
other Scheme, that I bave writ altogether againſt any In- 
trinſick Power in the Church; to which I {hal only Re- 
ply, That I am for all that Intrinſick Power, which our 
Saviour left her, and which his Apoſiles by his Authority 
did command or allow her to practiſe, which was certain- 
ly ſufficient to preſerve her Doctrine, Government, and 
Diſcipline in Purity, ſo long as ſhe obſerv'd it, even with- 
out the Concurrence of the Temporal Power, that was an 
Enemy to her, till 'the Time of Conffantine the Great. 
But when ſhe graſp'd at exorbitant Wealth, and ſecular 
| Power, and came at laſt to ſer ber ſelf above all that is call d 

God, as was foretold, 2 Thefſ. it. 4. She became Anti- Chri- 

ſtian. From this Church it would ſeem, the Party have 

a Mind to derive the Power they 3 well as they do 

their Orders, But asit's contrary to the Law of God, as well 

as Man, they ſtrive for it in vain, nor can they have any 

Claim to the Intrinſick Power of the Primitive Church, 

till they reduce themſelves to her Conſtitution. And that 

| their Convocations differ very much from it, muſt be 

m ond by all Men of Senſe, as. it is particularly. afferted 
by the Late Biſhop.of Sarum, in his Reflections on Dr. 
Arterbury's Rights of an Engliſh Convocation, p. 9. viz. 
rd. bat it is meerly a Temporal Conſtitution, taken from 

tte Frame of gur Parliaments : Therefore if Men have a 
wal true Zeal for rhe Primitive Times, \how'd tum it 

* all another Way, to procure a Conſtitution ſuitable 
oſs to that Frame. | 8 
* Titus i. 10, 11, 12, 13. For there are many unruly and 
nt Vain Talkers, and Deceivers, eſpecially they of the Gircum- 
aſs cn: Whoſe Mouths muſt be flopp d, who ſubvert whole 
Bi- Honſes, reaching Things which they ought not, for filthy 
"BY Lucre's Sake, One of 
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5 E lee 
own, ſaid, The Cretians are always. Liars, evil Be; | 
Belles. | This witnaſs is true, wherefore rebuke wo 2 
dat they mey be ſound in the Faith. 1 
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i Advertiſement to Church-Wardens. | 
I bring common to impoſe an Oath on Chunch'Way 


dens to preſent Crimes and Offences paniſhable by tie 8 
| Eccliſiafical Laws, for which the Impoſers have no Aus 
Tity, . 8 proper to inform the Publick, thatthe 
Ray of Chisbeſtty having in 1686. exconmiinicatetl one Wa 

Thomas Waterfield, a Church-Warden, for refuſing to ti 
the Oath uſually tender d to Perſons in fuch Office, ther 

Lord Chief Juſtice, and other Judges of the Common Plea! 
did grant a Writ of Prohibition agaioft the faid Bihe 
and commanded him to take off, ant releaſe che faid E 
communication 5 and by the faid Writ of Prohibition, 8 
corded in the ſaid Court of Common Pleas,” in Waris i 
Office, Roll 551. the Nitgatity of alf ſach Oaths ig 48 
clar'd. , | ; 00 8 BY | 0 | 1 5 | N 
WV. B. The Church: Wardens who take that Oat 
-ought to remember that they are obligd by Virtue and | 
nt ſuch as Oppoſe or £ ” | 
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